


Sayers, Holmes, Namath Finish Last

*70 Stars Outshine Others In Grid Replay

Imagine having Gale Sayers, Robert Holmes, Leroy Kelly and Joe Namath,
all from the 1868 season, in the same football backfield. Plus add in receivers
such as John Mackey and Bob Hayes. What a lineup! Unbeatable

Well it turned out the awesome lineup just described wasn’t exactly
unbeatable. In fact, in head-to-head competition against all-star teams fraom
years 1970 and 1872, the ’68 ’Stars were dimmed, finishing in third place in
a three-team league setup.

The idea of an all-star league was Mark Shannon’s, who also envisioned
the many runs to daylight by the Sayers-Holmes combo. '"We each chose a year
and picked our players from all the teams from that year. Our rosters included
three quarterbacks, six running backs and seven receivers. The best specialists
were chosen. For defense, the best card was chosen. Naturally, all defensive
players were ’6’s’. All offensive linemen were ’3’s’, with a few exceptions
such as tight ends and split ends. Before each game, the coach would select
two gquarterbacks, four running backs and five receivers to play. The extra
players were considered ineligible for the game. In the case of good players
in two differeent years (example, 270 and ’72 Fran Tarkenton), the better year
was taken." :

Joiming Shammomn in the unique grid replay were Everett Sumner, who took
the ’70 All-Stars and guided them to first place, and Bernie Stone, who finished
second with the ’72 ’Stars. "I thought I was going to be king with my star
backfield, but to my surprise passing ruled the league,!' said Shamnon after the
14-game replay was history.

"The league was won by the 1870 All-Stars. The main reason for their
dominance was John Brodie, the league’s MVP. Other key players were Cecil
Turner who returned seven kickoffs for touchdowns and Duane Thomas.

"Naturally, in a league of this sort we were not looking for realism or
accurate statistics. There were many cases, however, of rezalism: 70 Thomas
5.4 (5.3 real-life), ’70 Jurgenson 58.9 (59.89), 72 Hubbard 5.8 (5.0], ’68
Perkins 4.1 (4.4) and 70 Landry 9.2 (10.0). There were also disappointments.
My dream backfield never clicked. Although Sayers did reasonably well, Holmes
was a big disappointment. He started lousy and got worse, finally ending with
a 2.9 average (5.0 real-life). Greg Landry was another disappointment. His
completion percentage was only 46.3 (61.0) and his interception ratio was 10.3
(3.8). Ironically, Landry was one of the reasons that Everett picked the ’70
team. There were also some inflated stats, most notably Garo Yepremian kicking
an amazing 48 out of 61 field goals.

"Our conclusions on this league were that it was exciting and frustrating,
frustrating because every play could be a touchdown. The teams were strong in
every department. If you want a change of pace from ’everyday" teams, try a
league like this."

FINAL STANDINGS AND STATISTICS

Won-Lost-Ties PE PA
’70 All-Stars (Everett Sumner) 8 5 1 884 335
’72 All-Stars (Bernie Stone) 5 5 2 428 408
68 All-Stars (Mark Shannon) 5 & A 407 432
Passing Att-Comp Pct. Yaucds BB Gne. Bt /ld Int. Ret.
Brodie, ’70 224-124 55.4 1551 7 8 18/140 36
Tarkenteon, ’72 340-176 54 .8 985 14 15 24/204 4.4
Namath.’68 250-108 43.6 1822 dis) I8 20/178 7.2
Rushing Att-Yards Avg. 1o Receiving Ne. Yards Avg. TO
Morris, ’72 171-986 5.8 (5] Chester, ’72 44 370 8.4 3
Thomas, ’70 128-703 5.4 5 Mackey, ’B68 38 552 445 5
Sayers, ’68 136-625 4.6 5 Washington, 270 37 496 8 a
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