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Opening Day is again a baseball hit

They again came from nearby and from afar to be on the scene at
Glen Head, NY, when opening day took place at Strat-O-Matic. It was
“"Jubilant January' in other words, or the gaming world’'s answer to
basketball’s ''March Madness.'

Pickup orders were the first
order of business at S5-0-M on
Friday, Jan. 20, and the trio of
Frank Lamberti, Allen Saper and
John Lamberti were the first arr-
ivals again, forming a waiting
line at 7 a.m. They’re all in a
Brocklyn-based league,

The busiest gamer to pick up
his cards opening day had to be
Mack Smith, an undertaker in Top-—
eka, KS. Smith plays in eight -

>

count *em, eight - S-0-M leagues.

.

FIRST ARRIVALS: FRANK LAMBERTI,
ALLEN SAPER, JOHN LAMBERTI

An oldies-but-goodies trio at
S-0-M was Peter Ronay, Richard
Simon and Gene Andreazza, members
of a 10-man league comprised of
businessmen. Some second-generation
players (sons) will be joining the
league (Bergen-Rockland, NJ) in the

(continued on next page)




near future (or as goon as they qualify for a driver’s license),

Also among the opening day
gamers picking up the long-await-
ed cards were: Mike Gadonas and
Jdim Battista, members of a league
in Yeadon, PA, that’s been roll-
in’ for 15 years; David Amori of

PETER RONAY, GENE ANDREAZZA,
RICHARD SIMON ARE IN 10-MAN LEAGUE

MIKE GADONAS, JIM BATTISTA

Scranton, PA, who plays in an eight- (STACKS OF S-0-M CARDS IN
manager all-star, face-to-face PACKAGES ARE BEHIND THEM)
league; George Desroches Jr,, David

Franco, Todd Wexler, Fred Crisostomi,, James Horn and Don Desjarlais,

all members of the Home Run Shop League in Cranston, RI; Mark Farrell
and Jack Sebesta, who drove from Morrison and Algonguin, IL — a 15-hour
Jjourney one way — to pick up cards for four leagues totaling 74 players
dincluding one manager in England) ; Scott Jackson and James Woods, who
flew in from Houston, TX (ex-major league pitcher Tony Brizzolara plays
in one of their leaguesg, one of which has been in existence for 17
yeare) ; and Tony Hickman (Dacatur), Steve Dagenbrock (Effingham) and
Lenny Lucktefeld (Marion), all of whom made the trek from Illinois
tthey belong to a face-to-face, eight-man league that’s starting its
12th year) .

Qf course, there were many, many others that flew, drove or rode a
bus in to pick up the cherished cards.

Along with snapping pictures and taking names, addresses and
league information, S-0-M also found a few moments to pass along to the
Review some card corrections for the o . ;

1989 set and also the 1962 reprintea

season, e
Main correction in the 1989 L tﬁ
set would be to eliminate the o
asterisk on Damon Berryhill’s card
for stealing. The Chicago Cub cat-
cher is a -3 throwing = that’s not
a mistake - but he shouldn’t be an
asterisk (''*2/-(20-6)'" on the
supplementary stealing,

Two other minor changes need
to be made on the bazic side of the
cards for Detroit’s Luis Salazar
and Chet Lemon, Lemon should have
just right field listed on his
basic side for position(s) played.
So eliminate second and first base, DAVID AMORI OF SCRANTON, PA

(continued on next page)
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And on Salazar’s basic side, add first base (1b—-4), second base
(2b-4) and shortstop (ss-4) to the ratings he already has for the three
outfield positions and third base,

In the 1962 set, four cards have different (transposed) baszsic and
advanced sides: Rollie Sheldon (pitcher, New York Yankees); Tom Morgan
(pitcher, Los Angeles Angels); Howie Bedell (outfielder, Milwaukee) ;
and Georges Maranda (pitcher, Minnesota) .

Some of the corrections may have been made in later card sets.

In addition, S-0-M also has for sale the 3 1/2-inch computer disk
for the 1962 season (cost: $15) .,

o

GEORGE DESROCHES JR., DAVID FRANCO, MARK FARRELL, JACK SEBESTA

TODD WEXLER, FRED CRISOSTOMI, JAMES MADE 15-HOUR ONE-WAY TRIP -
HORN, DON DESJARLAIS OF HOME RUN SHOP FROM ILLINOIS TO PICK UP

CARDS FOR 74 PLAYERS

SCOTT JACKSON, JAMES WOODS FLEW

TONY HICKMAN, STEVE DASENBROCK, IN FROM HOUSTON TO PICK UP CARDS
LENNY LUCKTEFELD ALSO MADE FOR THREE LEAGUES, ONE THAT
15-HOUR CAR TRIP FROM ILLINOIS INCLUDES EX-MAJOR LEAGUE PITCHER
TO PURCHASE CARDS FOR FACE-TO- TONY BRIZZOLARA AND ONE THAT HAS
FACE LEAGUE THAT’S BEEN ROLLIN’ BEEN TN EXISTENCE FOR 17 YEARS

’EM FOR 11 YEARS RUNNING




Who are baseball’s best at each position?

Jeff Green of GKSMIL again rates the new player cards

Who's the best first baseman in the National League? Is it Andres
Galarraga, or Will Clark?

And how about MVP Kirk Gibson, is he the top left fielder in the
N.L.? Or is Jose Canseco the best right fielder in the AT

What stars do you have on your play-by-mail or face-to-face draft
league roster?

And what about the rockies? Who are the stars of the future?

211 of these questions and many more are answered — perhaps not to
your liking - in the position-by-position listings below and on the
following pages.

Again, like last year, Jeff Green, the super successful manager in
a long-running PBM league and the face-to-face Greater Kalamazoo Strat-
O-Matic League (GKSML), has evaluated the new cards and come up with
his ratings,

The player ratings are for each position and include, in order, a
listing of fielding rating (1-4), ‘e’ number, throwing arm and on-base
chances (hits, walks, hit-by-pitch, etec.) against left— and right-hand-
ed pitchers.,

Pitchers have their holding-on rating listed and on-base chances
they give up to left- and right-handed batters
: Rookies are also rated in both leagues. 'Only first-evexr cards are
considered rookies,' points out Green, “Also, rookie ratings are based
strictly on future potential, not strength of card this year."

Oh, by the way, Green rates Will Clark glightly better at first
base than Galarraga., And Gibson, because of defensive deficiencies, is
only ranked No. 3 among N.L. leftfielders, behind Barry Bonds and Kevin
McReynolds .

2 Rookies to go for first if you’re in a draft league are Gary Shef-
field of Milwaukee in the American League and Greg Jefferies in the
N.L,

T Here are Green’s player ratings for the 1989 baseball card set
(remember the first on-base number is against LHP/second against RHP) .,

NATIONAL LEAGUE AMERICAN LEAGUE

First Base First Base
1. Kent Hrbek 2e5 38/45 1. Will Clark 3el3 35/42
2. Fred McGriff 3eb 28/46 2, Andres Galarraga lel6 33/39
3, George Brett 3el3 41/40 3. Glenn Davis 4e7 26/36
4, Mark McGwire 3elO 35/36 4, Mark Grace 2e22 45/42
5. Alvin Davig 4e9 57/44 5. Pedro Guerrerc 4ed 40/42
6, Don Mattingly lelO 34/37 6. Gerald Perry 3e20 28/38
7. Jack CGlark 4e25 53/36 7. Keith Hernandez led 35/33
8, Wally Joyner le9 81739 8. Von Hayes 3elb 11/49
9, Eddie Murray 2e18 23/42 9. Sid Bream 2e8 12/38
10. Pete O’Brien 2e9 30/ 38 10. Nick Esasky 4e® 39731
Second Base Second Base

Harold Reynolds 1el8 39/37 1., Ryne Sandberg lel2 S0
2. Julio Franco 3elS5S 61/36 2, Jose Lind lel2 32/35
3, Lou Whitaker 2el3 38/42 3. Bill Doran 2Z2ell 41/31
4, Johnny Ray 3e25 33/40 4. Roberto Alomar 2el9 35/34
5. Marty Barrett 2e8 26/38 5. Robby Thompson 2el9 50/31
6. Tom Herr 2el0 38/37 6. Steve Sax 3el5 36/33
7. Jim Gantner 2el2 32/31 7. Jose Oquendo Z2ed 35/38
8., Willie Randolph Zell 32/34 8. Wally Backman 3e8 34/51
9. Frank White 2e5 27/19 9, Ron Gant 4e34 36/30
10. Fred Manrigque 2el3 25422 10. Juan Samuel 3el7 32/28




Shortstop

H\ﬂmﬂo’\mﬂbwl\ll—'

Alan Trammell leld

. Cal Ripken 2e21

Tony Fernandez lelé6
Ozzie Guillen 1le2l
Jody Reed 3eZl
Scott Fletcher 3eld
Walt Weiss 2el8
Dick Schofield 2eld
Kurt Stillwell 3el8

D Greg Gagne 2e22

Thlrd Base

2
3
4.,
S
6.
T
8,
9
1

Wade Boggs Z2el2

Gary Gaetti lelQ
Kevin Seitzer 4e29
Carney Lansford 2e8
Steve Buechele 2el8
Jack Howell 3e20
Rance Mulliniks 4e35
Brook Jacoby 3ell
Jim Presley 3e25

0. Mike Pagliarulo 2e27

Left Field

1,

i
3
4,
S
6.
T
8,
gp
1

Rickey Henderson 2el5

Mike Greenwell 4e7 (0)

Dan Gladden Zed (-1)
Bo Jackson 3el0 (-2)
Luis Salazar 2e3 (-2)
Mickey Brandley 2e7 ¢(
Stan Javier 1le9 (+1)
Tony Armas 3e5 (0)

Pete Incaviglia 4ed ()
0. George Bell 4el6 (0)

Center Field

1
o
3.
4.
S,
6.
T

8, Claudell Washington 3e8(0)

iy

Kirby Puckett 1e3 (-4)
Dave Henderson 2e9 (-2)

Ellis Burks lell ()
Joe Carter le7 (-1)
Robin Yount 2e2 (+1)
Lloyd Moseby 2e7 (+1)
Devon White 1el3 (-3)

Dave Gallagher 3e5 (0)

10. Gary Pettis le7 (+1)

Right Field

1.
28
3%
45
5,
6.
T
8,

9, Jesse Barfield 2e5 (-5)

Dave Winfield 1e3 (-4)
Jose Canseco 3e8 (-3)
Dwight Evans led4 (—4)
Rob Deer 3e4 (-2)
Cory Snyder 2e6 (-4)

Danny Tartabull 4el2 (-2)

Ruben Sierra 2e8 (-2)
Chet Lemon 2e9 (0)

10, Joe Orsulak 3e9 (-1)

(continued on next

49/40
51/36
31483
29/27
28/52
52/39
21/35
29/33
25/31
38/19

62/64
45/31
55/42
20/41
32/36
23/31
37/46
22/30
26/23

8/20

(+2) e4/42
32/53
43/27
25/19
36/22

=2 18/32

26/34
35/25
27/30
23/28

51/43
42/40
49/38
38425
41/41
38/34
24/27
30/37
34/44
19/26

48/44
48/44
54/36
39/26
43/26
47/386
26/21
37/36
1.8 /431
32/35

,_;

-

Shortstop

1, Ozzie Smith le24 40/39
2. Barry Larkin 3e33 53/37
3. Jose Uribe 2e23 39/21
4., Shawon Dunston 2e23 21/28
5. Rafael Ramirez 3e25 S
6. Alfredo Griffin 1e28 17415
7. Kevin Elster 2el7 22723
8, Garry Templeton 3e26 2: 2
9. Andres Thomas 3e3l 19/27
0. Luis Rivera 2e29 21/26
Third Base

1. Vance Law 2e2l 40/43
2. Chris Sabo 2el7 36/33
3. Tim Wallach 1e20 29/29
4, Bobby Bonilla 4e33 38/ 36
S. Dave Magadan 4e23 49/47
6., Howard Johnson 4el9 26/31
7. Mike Schmidt 4e30 5229
8. Terry Pendleton 2e20 40/18
9. Randy Ready 4e22 44,/40
0., Jeff Hamilton 2e27 16/29
Left Field

1., Barry Bonds le8 (+1) 46/36
2. Kevin McReynolds 1le5 (-3) 27/41
3. Kirk Gibson 3el4 (+2) 39/42
4, Phil Bradley 2e3 (-1) 42/41
5. Tim Raines 2e5 (t1) 29/35
6. Kal Daniels 4e6 (0) 48/44 «
7. Billy Hatcher 2e6 (-1) 38/34
8., Vince Coleman 2el0 (0 35/30
9. Rafael Palmeiro 4e6 (+2) 46/36°
10. Kevin Mitchell 4el6 (0) 20/38
Center Field

1. Eric Davis 1e8 (—3) 39/36
2. Brett Butler 2e6 (0) 48/49
3. Andy VanSlyke led (-3 17/46
4. Gerald Young le3 (O) 38/ 35
5. Willie McGee lell (0) 35/34
6. Marvel Wynne 2e6 (-1) 43/28
7. John Shelby 2e7 (=2) 24/33
8. Milt Thompson 2e8 (0) 31/38
9. Mitch Webster 2e8 (0} 28/41
10, Len Dykstra 2e2 (0O 28/34
Right Field

1. Tony Gwynn le6 (-2) 41/39
2., Dar. Strawberry 3el0 (-2) 30/40
3. Andre Dawson 1le3 (—-4) 34/36
4. Tom Brunansky 3el (-2) 46/33
5. Dale Murphy 2e3 (-2) 36/23
6. Mike Marshall 3el0 ¢-2) 21/34
7. Kevin Bass 3e7 (0 36/21
8, RJ Reynolds 3e9 (-1) 33/19
9, Paul O’Neill 3e6 (-2) 23/28
10. Hubie Brooks 4ell (-1) 41729
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Catcher Catcher

1 S Carlktion "Eisk  3e2 0 (120 44735 1. Benito Santiago le2 (-4) 26/29
2, Bob Boone led4 (-2) 32/45 2., Mike LaValliere le3 (-2) 24/38
3, Terry Steinbach 3el3 (-1 351/26 3. Tony Pena 2e3 (-2) 42/25
4. Matt Nokes Bebt (-1) 15/27 4, Mike Scioscia le3 (=2) 27/29
5. Andy Allanson 2Zed (-1) 26/29 5. Damon Berryhill 2e3 (-3) 24/25
6. BJ Surhoff 2el (-1) 18/27 6, Ozzie Virgil 4ed (+1) 40/29
7. Tim Laudner 3e2 (+2) 407268 7 BobiDiaw 3e2oi(=2) 18/17
8. Dave Valle 2e8 (-1) 32/18 8, Lance Parrish 3e2 (+2) 31/23
9. Ron Hassey 3e§ (0) 6/33 9, Gary Carter 2el (+2) 30/33
10. Ernie Whitt 3e2 (+2) 36/33 10, Nelson Santovenia 4e9(+1) 40/22
Starting Pitcher Starting Pitcher

1, Ted Higuera (-1) 14/13 1. Pascual Perez (0O) 14/9

2. Roger Clemens (+1) 22/8 2, Orel Hershiser (-2) 16/11

3. Mark Gubicza (0) 22/16 2. Danny Jackson (-4} Zakaly
4. Frank Vicla (=5) 1822 4, Mike Scott (+1) 14716
5. Dave Stieb (+1) 21/20 S. David Cone (-1) 30/9

6. Greg Swindell (O 25/18 6., Tim Belcher (0} 15/22
7. Mike Moore (-4) 2.3 7. Bob Ojeda (0) 5/20
8. Jeff Robinson (=3) 22/18 8. Eric Show (0) 24/10
9, Bob Welch (+1) 22/22 9. Jose Rijo (-1) 25/15
10. Mark Langston (-2) 20/235 10. Bryn Smith (+2) RTINS,
Relief Pitcher Relief Pitcher

1, Dennis Eckersley (-3) 9/10 1, John Franco (-86) 0/18
2, Doug Jones (-5) 8/16 2, Randy Myers (-6) 14/10
3. Mike Henneman (0) 15/15 3. Jay Howell (+3) 11 /21
4, Paul Mirabella (-2) 12417 4, Mark Davis (+2) 20/16
5. Dan Plesac (-2) 8/19 5. Rob Dibble (+5) 21/14
6. Craig McMurtry (=3} 21/12 6, Todd Worrell (+4) 17/20
7. Bryan Harvey (+8) 4/26 7. Craig Lefferts (+2) 19/15
8. Jeff Reardon (-3) 24/14 8. Greg Harris (=2) 18/21
9, Steve Farr (-35) 27/17 9, Juan Agosto (0) 3/26
10, Gene Nelson (+1) 24/20 10, Brian Holton (-1) 26/13
Rookies Rookies

1, Gary Sheffield (Milwaukee) 1, Greg Jefferies (New York)

2. Jody Reed (Boston) 2. Roberto Alomar (San Diego)

3, Walt Weiss (Oakland) 3, Mark Grace (Chicago)

4, Bryan Harvey (California) 4, Chris Sabo (Cincinnati)

5, Jack McDowell (Chicago) S. Tim Belcher (Los Angeles)

6, Melido Perez (Chicago) 6. Ricky Jordan (Philadelphia)

7. Brady Anderson (Baltimore) 7. Kevin Elster (New York)

8., Jay Buhner (Seattle) 8. Damon Berryhill (Chicago)

9, Mike Schooler (Seattle) 9. Pete Smith (Atlanta)

10, Dave Gallagher (Chicago) 10, Scott Terry (St. Louisl

It’s interesting to compare the recent GKSML National League draft
with Green’s rookie ratings. The first player chosen was Tim Belcher,
who was listed No., 5 on Green’s rankings. But Greg Jefferies was
selected second in the draft - he probably would have been No, 1 if not
for limited at-bats - and Chris Sabo was picked No. 4 in the draft, the
same spot he occuppied on the rookie list.

Here’s the way the others were drafted: Roberto Alomar (No. 10),
Mark Grace (18), Ricky Jordan (28), Kevin Elster (12), Damon Berryhill
(le) , Pete Smith (24) and Scott Terry (15),

Remember also that the GKSML’s draft always includes players trad-
ed from one league to another and players dropped from rosters in addi-
tion to rookies who have S-0-M cards for the first time.
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. Will Roberts shares ‘World’ TBA honors

f

e

Kreuz deadlocks for first place as 33 gamers earn prize money

Where there’s a Will there’s a way - to win a Table Baseball Asso-—
ciation championship, that is.

The will in this case refers to Will Roberts, from New Hawven, CT,
who along with TBA director John Kreuz had the will and perseverance to
survive over three days of rigorous dice-rollin’ against the best S-0-M
Baseball managers in the land,

When the final die was
cast at 11:20 p.m. at the World
Championship in the conference
rooms of Glenview’s (IL) Radisson
Suite Hotel, Rogers and Kreuz were
deadlocked for first place. Each
had played 18 games on that final
Sunday (Jan, 15) and 63 games over
a five-day span.

"Everyone was exhausted by that
time,' said Kreuz. '""So we just called
it a tie, I didn’t think it would look
good for the tournament if I won, so I
cheerfully gave Roberts the first prize
money ($1,000) ."

The two shared first place overall,
with Kreuz compiling a 40-23 record for
the total tournament and Roberts going
38-25. Kreuz’s park, in case you were
curious, was Houston, while Roberts’ WILL ROBERTS B
was Kansas City.

"Three of the people to make the finals Sunday had pitchers’
parks,' noted Kreuz. "Those with pitchers’ parks were at the top of the
standings."

i

SIXTY COMPETED FOR $5,750

Sixty gamerzs competed for $5,750 in prize money that was awarded
at the World Championghips, Over 100 gamerz had gualified in earlisr
TBA tourneys,

"This was the largest, and also longest, World we’ve ever had,"
said Kreuz, who himself had qualified and earned the right to compete.

""The 33 checks I wrote out were an all-time high. Each player paid
$100 and over half of them won money."

The 10 finalists when Sunday finally dawned were Roberts, Kreuz,
Kevin Verduine (Mt. Prospect, IL), regular-season TBA champ Jim Jasper
(Schaumburg, IL), Bob Scofield (Stratford, CT), Willie Dominguez
(Miami, FL), Jeff Schwarze (Glendale Heights, IL), Jeff Watson (Upper
Darby, PA) and Mike Wilson (Buffale Grove, IL).

"From third through 10th place, everyone received a minimum of
$250,'" noted Kreuz, And there was also, for those who didn’t qualify
for the final 10, a consolation tournament, Alan Ellenby, last year’s
TBA champ from Deerfield, IL, and Vic Moise of Detroit shared first in
the consolation tourney,

Schwarze, who had Atlanta or a hitter’s park, was third and Watson
(park: Toronto) finished fourth.

BELIEVE IT OR NOT...
"Everything went smoothly," enthused Kreuz of the overall tourna-

ment. ''Some of the games, because of such great hitting, were very biz-
arre." (continued on next page)




One of those involved Kreuz and what he thought was a pretty fair
reliever in right-hander Jim Gott. In that forgetable game Kreuz led by
four runs, Gott was pitching and five right-handed batters were due up.
"All five reached base off their own cards,'" said Kreuz incredously.
"And then Chris James homered off a diamond chance. It was just unbel-
ievable .

In another game, Kevin McReynolds, an e4 in the outfield, had
three 'x'' chances in the first inning - yes, in just one inning! All
three fell in,

And in still another, Hank Smith of Torrence, CA, watched in amaz-
ement as his Mark McGwire slammed five consecutive home runs in a game.

NEW TBA SEASON OPENS APRIL 7-9

Kreuz says no major changes are planned for the 1989 TBA season,
which, incidentally, begins April 7-9 at Newark, NJ. A total of 26 tou-
rnaments are planned, with the last being Dec, 1-3, again back at
Newark,

There’'s also a TBA gathering slated for Long Island, the weekend
of August 4-6, ''Luminaries from S-0-M will be in attendance,'' says
Kreuz.

The 26 tournaments mean Kreuz, who’s a family man, will be on the
road for half the weekends this year, "I still enjoy it but there are
times when I have burnout,' he admits,

Partly because of that, and also because the entry fee cost is
used to defray expenses, rent the conference room and pay for postage,
the entry cost is going to $60.

"Your first 1989 tournament (will cost) - $90," says Kreuz., "All
subsequent 1989 tournaments - $60.' Kreuz is also offering a special
discount: if you preregister for your first two 1989 tournaments, the
*cost is $120.

Based on 50 entrants for a tourney, the anticipated prizes will be
$100 for first place, $250 for second, $150 for third and $100 for
fourth, There will also, in most cases, be a consolation tournament in
which the winner receives $100,

"Prizes may vary and will depend on the exact number of entrants,'
gsays Kreuz,

Format for a TBA tournament is to draft on Friday night, play
regular-season games on Saturday (8 a.m.-11 p.m,) and conduct playoffs
and consolation tournament on Sunday. ''You are guaranteed a minimum of
20 games and could get to play as many as 37 games,'' says Kreuz. "For
most entrants the cost will be less than $3/hour."

DESIGN YOUR OWN PARK

Probably the only major change in the TBA rules is that gamers can
now design their own ballparks as far as triangles and diamonds. When
signing up in advance, a gamer can note what he/she wants the diamond
and triangle chances to be.

""Entrants paying at the door automatically receive last year’s
Montreal with both diamonds and triangles of 1 to 10," says Kreuz,

There will be some effort made to speed up play, too.

1989 TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

AT RS — Newark, NJ August 4-6 ~ New York (Long Island)
April 14-16 - Chicago, IL August 11-13 — St. Louis, MO

April 28-30 - Los Angeles, CA August 25-27 - Los Angeles, CA

May 5-7 — FPhiladelphia, PA Sept. 8-10 — Philadelphia, PA

May 12-14 -~ Toronto, Canada Sept. 15=-17 - Chicago, IL




e MR RS

s

- Minneapolis, MN

Sept, 29-0Qct. 1°'-— Toronto, Canada

June 2-4 - Boston, MA Oct. 6-8 — Boston, MA

June 9-11 — Sacramento, CA Qe bkl = Sacramenton, FL
June 16-18 - Gainesville, FL et D210 - Gainesville, FL
June 23-25 ~ Chicago IL Nov. 3-5 — Baltimore, MD
Al ) - Baltimore, MD Neowsasil=12 — San Diego, CA
July 14-16 - San Diego, CA ety atgeabs = Ehicacol W EL
byl 2 3t Paillias g Deci. 1—3 — Newark, NJ

For more information about the TBA, write (or call): John Kreuz,
47325 Lanrel " Glenview, UL 60025 (call: 1233126356747,
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Dear Santa (S-O-M): about next year...

By GLENN GUZZO, Philadelphia, PA

Dear Santa Claus:

Sorry I missed you again this Christmas Eve. I tried to stay up
late, but even visions of Mike Greenwell’s new card and Frank Robin-
son’s 1962 card couldn’t keep me awake long enocugh.

Then again, I guess T wouldn’t have seen you anyway. I know, I
know — apartments don’t have chimneys. I really don’t mind you leaving
presents in my mailbox. And, honest, it doesn’t bother me that I get an
I.0,U, on Christmas morning, redeemable in late January. Or that I have
to go to Long Island to pick up the presents.

I know that Christmas is for little kids and that us, ahem, bigger
kids, must suffer a little longer, It’s called maturity. I’ve even seen
it in one or two of the TBA players.

Anyway, I wanted to thank you for all the new stuff this year.
There’s the usual new baseball card set and it’s a beaut, with the lar-
ger type and the stiffer card stock. And individual accuracy for balks,
wild pitchez and passed balls is icing on the brownies,

And then there’s the 1962 season. I can hardly wait teo get into my
N.L. replay, with the Giants and Dodgers, the Mets and Astros, Aaron,
Robinson, Clemente and Bankse,

Thiz note is also my Christmas list for next year. You always say
it’s first-come, first-served, so I'm getting this in early. Besides,
it’s a long list, so I figure you’ll need a lot of time to fill it., I
Know I’'m going to have to be awfully good to get all this stuff, I711
even quit complaining about the 20-sided die...Um, on second thought,
maybe if you can just give me some of this stuff next year, I'1ll for-
give you for making Barry Larkin a 3.

BASEBALL

* Now that we’ve got pitchers’ hold-on, balks and wild pitches, we
need only four more things to make pitchers complete,

Three of them are easy - individual fielding range (1-4), individ-
ual baserunning and individual bunting. I just can’t accept that Goose
Gossage and Roger McDowell are the same at preventing hits up the midd-
le or elsewhere in the infield.

And the only thing you have to do to handle this is give us the
new readings for the Pitchers’ Fielding Chart (on the advanced chart,
that’s only a maximum of six result changes - which can be communicated
on the sheet that accompanies the card shipments). And if a Tom Glavine
or Orel Hershiser can help themselves with bunts and baserunning while
an Al Holland doesn’t bother to learn, that should show up somewhere,

(continued on next page)




The fourth thing is a biggie: double-play frequency for pitchers. I'm
not sure it’s any more fair or real to have groundball/flyball fre-
guency be identical for all pitchers than it would be to ignore DP fre-
guency for hitters or fielders.

You could accomplish this merely by re-distributing the “YX'" chanc-
es on pitchers’ cards. And by doing this, you’d probably account for
most of the so-called 'clutch-hitting' arguments as well, The guys who
most frequently get the double-play grounder are probably the same guys
whose ERAs are lower than their hits/walks-allowed rate would indicate.

* An advanced computer version that, at the very least, requires
fewer keystrokes in the manual game (a single key for outs other than
Ks with nobody on, for example), 40-man rosters to account for all car-
ded players and trades, an enhanced stats report with such things as
on-base percentage, slugging percentage and perhaps lefty-righty break-
down, Many leagues need something that shows percentage of at-bats/inn-
ings pitched used.

Most of all, the computer game needs a computer manager and a
computer—vs,-computer feature to conduct whole-season replays, If I'm
replaying the ’61 Yanks, I want to know where Maris ranks among the HR
leaders, but I’m not sure I’ve got the time or patience to play all
those Angels-Senators games just to find out.

* I'd pay whatever asked for a card set that rates the all-time
best players of each franchise (at least the original 16) on career
stats.

Give me 25-30 players per team, spread them out among the various
eras and make them with advanced-game features. I want them with career
stats because we already have many of the stars’ best cards available
and, besides, an outfield with Mantle-Ruth-DiMaggio is awesome enough
without using each of their best seasons.

Career stats will give you .300 hitters, but .270 hitters, too.
‘And pitchers who are human, Can you imagine the Giants with a rotation
of Mathewson—-McGinnity-Hubbell-Marichal?

MORE DEFENSIVE RANGES NEEDED

* The Larkin experience this year makes me wonder if a six—tiered
defensive range wouldn’t work better.

This year you’ve made Dave Anderson a 2el2 at short, If (Alfredo)
Griffin needs to be a 1 and Anderson a 2 to make the Dodgers win enough
that’s fine. But acknowledging that most Strat players play draft lea-—
gues, it can’t be right that Anderson, who played a half-season at
short, is better than Uribe, Cal Ripken and all but the five 1s.

And it can’t be right that Chili Davis, a 4el6, is just as bad as
the club-footed first basemen who play one game in the outfield.

A six-tiered system would give ls only to the Gold Glove winners
and those who should have won Golds; 2= to the Joe Carters and Uribes,
who starred but weren’t quite among the elite, and to the Ripkens, who
are consistently good without being flashy; 3s to Larkins, who are tal-
ented; 4s to the truly average, like Jeltz, Santana and many, many oth-
ers; 5s to the true liabilities, like Howard Johnson and Chili Davis;
6s to the butchers, like Larry Sheets, and to the dozens who made token
appearances out of position.

* This baby boomer can hardly wait for the 1959 set - it will be
like playing with my first set of Topps cards — but I’'m afraid we’ll
have to wait forever for 1964 and ’67, two of the best pennant-race
seasons ever., At the very least, let’s see those before 63, '65 and
'66.

* Now that you’ve addicted us to the Supplementary Stealing and
Ballpark effects, we need those for past seasons as well, For the years

(continued on next page)
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when caught—stealing stats are unavailable, we’d rather have something
nearly accurate than those A-B-C ratings.

* A real hit-and-run system. The current one is awful, to be
ignored by all but the worst hitters.

FOOTBALL. . .BASKETBALL. . . HOCKEY

* Tt’s time for past seasons and/or great teams and Hall-of-Fame
sets. Football needs cards for Jim Brown-Layne-Tittle-McElhenny-Baugh-
Hirsch and so many more, Basketball needs Cousy—-Russell-Chamberlain-
West—Robertson and Co. Hockey needs Howe-Hull-Richard-Plante—Harvey-—
Orr = etch

* The computer versions of these games might even be more valuable
than for baseball, because these games are more difficult to play soli-
taire. Again, the computer manager is essential, And because these
games take longer to play, a computer—vs.-computer function is indisp-
ensible for replays.

* The pro football game needs two of the features in the college
game,

Like the colleges, NFL teams should have their own interception-—
return columns. And college punters have some results with ''no return"
and split chances on blocked punts. NFL punters who sacrifice distance
for hang time always have been at a disadvantage in Strat and those who
have had only one blocked will have too many in a full season of Strat.

* Tndividual fumble ratings for ballhandlers.

Shouldn’t you be able to hand off to a 'safer' back in key situat-
ions? Why is it impossible to fumble after a pass reception? On teams
with low interception rates, it is safer to pass when protecting a lead
against many opponents than to run.

* More meaningful rebound ratings in basketball and assist rat-
ings in hockey. =

There is no meaningful difference between a 18 or 36 in basketball
and hockey’s playmaking geniuses are no better than the 40-assist men.
Hockey could greatly benefit from something like the ""'dazzler' pass in
basketball.

* A more realistic penalty system in hockey that takes into acc-—
cunt the actual frequency of a player’z minors, majors and misconducts
and how often his penalties make his team shorthanded. Goalies should
have penalty ratings, too.

* Another easy one: shooting ranges for hockey players that
reflect their true-life tendencies, like the basketball game.

Editor’s note: Glenn Guzzo is assistant sports editor at a Philadelphia
daily newspaper and is a frequent contributor to the Review.
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Balance back in S-O-M Baseball

Cards, ballpark charts reflect power reduction

Last year’s Strat-O-Matic Baseball card set was a hitter’s dream
and a pitcher’s nightmare. Frankly, the pitchers didn’t stand a chance
when it came to replays, tournaments, draft leagues, etc.

A total of 4,458 roundtrippers were knocked out by the 26 major
league teams — or an average of 171.5 per team.

But the balance is back in baseball with the 1989 set (based on
’88 real-life season) of S-0-M cards. Pitching and defense are going to
have a big impact again as 1,278 fewer homers were hit last season than
the year before.

Last year the home run average was 122.3 per team, or almost 50
fewer than the ’87 real-life season.

The new cards, of course, reflect the power reduction, as do the
ball park ratings in some cases. There weren’t, except for Montreal and
Cincinnati, any drastic power shifts, with 10 of the ball parks remain-—
ing the same with their ratings.

Montreal, which was a 1-10 home run chance the year before, dropp-
ed to 1-6, while Cincinnati, a 1-13 last summer, is up to 1-16. A de-
crease of four in Mentreal’s case and an increase of three for Cincinn-
ati. In the American League, meanwhile, the biggest change was a plus/
minus two. Seven of the A.L. parks had the same power rating.

In the ball park singles category, Philadelphia went from a 1-13
to a 1-10 and Los Angeles made the biggest gain, from 1-9 to 1-12,

This is the fourth year S—O-M has had ball park ratings and each
year there have been changes.

Below is a listing of the ball parks, their ratings for each of
the four years and whether there’s been an increase (+), decrease (6=5)
or the 1989 rating is the same (SA) as in ’88 (last column). The
numbers listed are for a successful ball park single and home run,

NATIONAL LEAGUE

1986 1987 1988 1989 +/=
ST HR ST HE ST HR S HR
Chicago D n S S 1i13) 1-14 l=g =td 110 st T58 S e h]
Bl GEh 1L=2) 1-14 -9 1-14 I 1001 158 HR LT
Montreal 6 e (T 1-4 1-4 1-1a-1=13 A IR G S +2
RS =GR 6 1-4 1-4 10 19 1-12 1-6 HR -4
New York B = S 1-6 1106 =G 1=y It 1-6 22
o e e L=l =16 = =7 1-4 1-6 HR =1
Philadelphia Lee ke Y] e=r 4= = g i=akm) Sl Si=3
Rl T 1-8 = 1 1=6 sl e
Pittsburgh Ab e alasit) St al=E iL=(5 = ak=otlo) 1-4 TS S
R 112 118 1AL abees L= i) 1-4 =0 R RS
St. Louis LSl sty 1 =4 Lkl L= =l =i S=1
B ol =8 e T=11 it IELEl ak=5) 1-11 1-4 HR -1
Atlanta iy b s L=10E - L= Tz B 112" 145 “3 Sh
e il Sl dealimee =iy T=1-2 81 S5, 1-12 1-15 HR SA
Cincinnati ity CaEEaE L T=f2l S L= R ALl s ab=ilisr bls el
R et ln =R Nl 1= THL =L E 1-10 1-16 HR +3

(zontinued on next page)




1986 1987 19388 1389 e
SI HR ST HR SI HR ST HR
Houston R el L] [ Qieatik S 1 -4 60 S =1
IR R =alel =it = 1=l O = 2l iR S
Los Angeles B QL= RAL 1 =1 et =) il=g =2 l=d S +3
R aakl ol e T =0 =3 =gl =l it Rl
San Diego A0 i U e | 1-4 1-14 1 1-14 = =gkl -l
Bl d oy 1-4 1-14 1 1-14 = 1-14 HR SA
San Francisco L 1-6 1-8 1-4 ==f2) =t —Ieh) 1-4 1-9 S 42
RIS s 1-4 =i S = A=) 1-4 1 =9 HR =
AMERICAN LEAGUE
1986 1987 1288 1389 ocd i
SI HR SI HR SI HR 51 HR
Baltimore 15 i) i S=5 =18 d=Biel 1-4 A=ty S
e Jbe A= 1L=5] 2=k =6l 1-4 s [ S SHRE S
Boston L =i ke, W=alsh a7/ 1= akfs) =g =izl sl SE=2
IR )| L=ty at=at) Ll T ks =158 i 8 SHRE 2
Cleveland AL =) Sleat) b=k - =i se=Il iy AL=1tEl =5 &=l
RS o 13 I=akat Sl =l ai=alal L) =1 RS = U HR 2
Detroit Lo T d 1=2 1-14 T=@ =1l 1-2 1=l SRS A
R =i 1 L=k 1 =4l i 1-11 HR SA
Milwaukee Il k=t 1=6 =5 1 E D] Ae S TG =5 SR=2
Ro-2 14 =6 1=5 t—1b Sl 1-10 1-8 HR +1°
New York AL ke b= k=77 = =7 =il 1=5 LT se 2
R R = =7 1-8 1kt Ak 1=5 1-10 HR
L=k
R +1
Toronto Lo 3-10 1-12 T=9 =ikl I=E =g 158 =) S SA
178 3l=akE) k=il 1=9: I=11 =iz e 1-8 =0 R R S A
California L sl 5 ) =5 b1 1 1=13 = diabal el
= =l k=gl =5 L=tz 1 1= 1-2 F=1ZNHR ]
Chicago M Ak k=il 1-9 1-4 1= =il =g =
R a2 = 1-4 IS b= Sl B S RS
Kansasg City o al=ilie) Sh=F) =ik e 1-16 1-3 =ik - ReE S +2
B loige =g =gl k=7 AL—ak(E =] 18T =g HR SN
Minnesota Jhii=ikE Gkt =1z =1l =il bl de=dlal aleatil Ry
R B2 =6 1= 3T = si—alla) SEaiil A=l Al SA
HR SA
Oakland b Al el k=3 =5 1 1-4 1 1-4 S SA
RE T S 1=3) 1= ik 1-4 1 1-4 HR SA
Seattle IRl R 1-=5 ab=al =g alais =g 1=188 S SN
RSB = =20 e At =l alalkE L=t 1-18 HR SA
Texas BTy Lsatal - k=il =1k a3i=7/ sb=ntal k=g = mal
15 akabl e ab=aiaks gkt 110817 1= =S e S HR D)




Entry deadline is May 10

Review’s 18th M VP Contest begins

Who will be the Most Valuable Players in the summer of 19897

If you think you know the answer, don’t mind spending 25 cents for
postage and are a current subscriber to the Review, then there’s noth-
ing stopping you from sending off an entry.

In other words, the Review’s 18th annual MVP Contest is beginning,
And everyone that subscribes to the Review is eligible to enter and
pick the MVPs, along with the division winners in both leagues.

If there’s a tie for MVP honors, then the gamer that comes the
closest picking the division winners will win the annual prize of a set
of the new baseball cards.

Looking back to last year, Adam Velie of Elkhart, IN, selected
both MVPs - Kirk Gibson in the National League and Jose Canseco in the
American — correctly. He was the only one out of over 300 entries.
Velie also forecasted that Oakland would win the A.L. West and Los
Angeles the N.L. West, But his division picks didn’'t come into play be-—
cause he batted 1,000 with the MVPs.

Now for how to enter this year’s contest.

First, fill out the blank below (or put on a postcard). Select the
MVPs, pick the division winners and their percentages (which is the
final tiebreaker if needed) and send off to the Strat-O-Matic Review.

Remember, you must be a current subscriber to the Review and that
only one entry per subscriber is permitted. All entries must be post—
marked by May 10 to be eligible,.

Also remember that sometimes that first hunch is the best one, so
don’t wait until the last minute to see who’s playing well before send-
ing in your entry.

- Now for this year’s contest:

MOST VALUABLE PLAYER BALLOT
Most Valuable Player:

American League

National League

Division Winnerg & Percentages

American League East

American League West

National League East

®  ®  ® P

National League West

Your Name

Address

City/State Zip

Send to; Strat-0-Matic Review
P.0. Box 27
Otsego, MI 49078
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Readers roll ’em

TYSON VS. MAHORN?

Does the game company have
any plans to include systems to
handle fights/technicals in
basketball?

It would appear that to
ignore this aspect of the game
would be extremely stuffy since
it does come into play and often
affects the outcome,

Also, such a system could
be classified as optional for
those who would want a "pure"
game.

I think such an addition
would make this game even more
realistic than it already is.

B.J. SELL
Brook, IN

Editor’s note: The way the
player cards are set up now,
only through a special, or odd,
play chart could fights be in-
corporated into the basketball
game, It fights could be added
then we might have five cate—
gories: O (outside), P (pene—
tration, I (inside), FB (fast-
break) and FI (fighting) .

LIKES SOLITAIRE CHART

I might be in the minority,
but I actually enjoy using S-0-M
Football’s solitaire chart, as
long as it is seen for what it is.

And that’s a chance to play
defensive coordinator and modern
day quarterback when playing soli-
taire. I say modern day quarter-—
back as the plays are given to you
by the chart, but you do have aud-
ible capabilities when ''option''
pops up on the chart.

Nowadays, quarterbacks do not
call their own plays, except when
they audible,

Of course, there are times
when playing solitaire that I
would like to be able to play
the role of a modern day offensive
coordinator, or to be magically
whisked back to the days when
quarterbacks like Johnny Unitas,
Bart Starr and Joe Namath called
their own plays.

For this, Larry Larochelle’s
solitaire chart (originally prin—
ted in the 9/86 issue and reprin-—
ted in the 11/88 issue) makes an
excellent addition to solitaire
play.

I also use this chart and
5-0-M’s own in what could be con-
sidered an unconventional manner,

I sometimes, when playing
face-to-face (this is mutually
agreed upon with and used simil-—
arly by the face-to-face oppon-—
ent) will randomly utilize these
charts to call a defensive or of-
fensive play. This can throw off
an opponent who is predicating
his play-calling on your tendenc-—
ies and patterns.

Just one other point I’d like
to make, Over the years the S-0-M
Review has printed many outstand-
ing football playing tips from
both individuals and leagues.
These tips have added tremendous
enjoyment to the playing of an
outstanding game.

But I am still waiting for
somebody to come up with a play-
ing tip to simulate fumbles for
receivers who do so after catch-
ing the ball, I do not know what,
is the percentage of this occurr-—
ence, but T do know from watching
NFL games that it occurs often
enough that it needs to be incor-—
porated into S-0-M Football, eit-
her by a playing tip or by the
game company itself,

STEVE OBERMAN
Brooklyn, NY

A FAN FOREVER

I spend many hours playing
Strat-O-Matic Baseball as I am
alone most every day as 1 have
severe emphysema, I am on oxygen
about 20 hours a day, so I don’t
get out much,

I am a Detroit Tiger fan and
have been for 54 years,

I would 1like to see Strat-0-
Matic print more past year cards
and more Hall of Fame cards.

Enjoyed your articles on the
original 18 all-time teams.

WILLIAM JOHNSON, Lumberton NJ




Baseball playing tips
PLAYS AT THE PLATE...TIRED PITCHERS

By WALLY BASS, Elmwood Park, IL

I have been playing Strat-0O-Matic Baseball for about 14 years and
have been very pleased with its realism,.

When I subscribed to the Review I was delighted to read of others
who also enjoy the game. Of special interest to me is when fellow
gamers send in playing tips or rule changes they use, I’d like to pass
along two that I have been using:

koK kK Kk KoK

First, not enough credit seems to be given to the defensive skills
of catchers. My brother, Tom, suggests that the range rating of the
catcher come into play on throws to the plate.

Plays at the plate, while not frequent, are the most exciting sin-
gle play in the game because they mean the difference between a run or
an out, and they inveolved prolonged suspense waiting for the result of
the throw,

It seems that a quality catcher would be able to size up the play,
block the plate, catch the throw and apply the tag better than someone
with lesser abilities, Make the following adjustments on throws to the
plate (in addition to the normal rules):

CATCHER’ S RATING 1 2 3 4 S (non-catcher)
ADJUSTMENT TO RUNNER"S CHANCE =2 =1 0 +1 +3
EARLY °TIRING’ POSSIBLE

Another change that seems to make the game a bit more realistic is
in the area of pitchers’ tired ratings.

Under current rules there is no reason to remove a pitcher who is
getting shelled before he has reached his tired inning since his card
doesn’t change. More often than not his manager should yank him early
to save him for a later day.

To duplicate this, I change the meaning of the tired inning on the
pitcher’s card. Once a pitcher gives up hits and walks totaling the
tired inning number on his card he becomes ineffective, and the tired
(dot) rules apply.

If not already tired, a double play reduces the total hits/walks
given up by one,.

To give a slight home team advantage, home team pitchers have
their tired factor increased by one.

The net effect of this change is to create a more realistic pitch-
ing situation - after all, it should be apparent even a Dwight Gooden
is ineffective if he has given up nine hits in the first few innings,
or that your ace reliever doesn’t have his good stuff if he comes in
and gives up a couple of hits right away.

This rule also encourages using all of a team’s staff and not just
the best five or six pitchers.

To reinforce this idea, I also increase the chance for injury or
extended rest periods for tired pitchers. The original rules take prec-
edence if a pitcher would get tired earlier under them.

ARk ok ok ok ok ke okok Rk k kR Rk kR kR kR kR Rk Rk kkk kR Rk kKR k kR Rk kR kR k k¥ kkkkk xRk kkk kR k kKK

Remember to take the asterisk off Damon Berryhill’s card for the
Chicago Cubs., The stealing rating is correct, but remove the asterisk.
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Advertisements

Rates per issue are as follows: 25 words or leass - 21,00 2650
words - $2.00; 51-75 words — $3.00; 76-100 words - $4.00. When send-
ing in ads, specify either WANTED, FOR SALE, FOR TRADE, LEAGUE FORMING

e

or CONTEST, And name card sets by the year upon which they were based,
Note also that only advertising for Strat-O-Matic products or closely
related merchandise will be accepted and that merchandise competing
with S-O-M products may not be offered for szale, Also, no photo-copied
or reprinted cards should ever be offered for sale. Ads, to be included
in the next issue, must be in to the Review by the third of the
previous month. Late ads will be held over for inclusion the following

Wanted

month,

WANTED: Willie McCovey S-0-M
game cards, Should be excellent—
mint or better, all years and
variations., Any other McCovey
collectibles, Rob Worthington,
15370 E. Benwood, Moorpark, CA
93021

WANTED: Play-by-mail computer
league in need of manager. Annual
fee of $20 which covers cost of

13 weekly newsletters. Establisghed
for 13 years with 10 teams. Players
drafted from all cards. Season runs
from March to October, with 160
games played. Interested persons
please call Fred at 717-236-2757,
or Hob at 717-732-5648, or Jack
201-444-1560. We are on Eastern
Time,

WANTED: 1979-80 Philadelphia
76ers. Will buy or will trade for
football teams (5) 1967-80, or
baseball teams (5) 1976-79, Jerry
Fry, Rt. 1, Box 102, Freeman, MO
64746

WANTED: 1972 baseball cards,
Pleage contact: Jim Williams,
6660 Glenwillow Drive, North
Royalton, OH 44133 (1-216-237-
4405)

WANTED: Any or all Chicago Bulls
teams prior to 1985-86 season,
with extras if possible. Also
interested in expansion Cavaliers.
Quality not important; no pizza
stains, please. Make a diehard
fan happy today. Rah-rah! B.J.
Sell, RR #2, Brook, IN 47922
(219-275-3600)

WANTED: Managers wanted for PBM
league uging National League
players., We use basic side with
some advanced features, Emphasis
on fun, keeping it simple and
being on time., If interested,
write to: Scott Horton, P.0. Box
426, West Liberty, KY 41472

WANTED: Experienced manager to
take over established team in a
12-team league that plays 168
games, Contact:; Bill Roberts,
8442 Kenyon, Wauwatosa, WI 53226

WANTED: The following teams in
excellent condition, complete
with extras — 1971 Pirates; 1975
Cincinnati, Boston; 1976 Phillies
Kansas City; 1977 Yankees; 1979
Pirates, I would be interested in
purchasing complete seasons (to
complete my collection) for 1975
through 1979 as well, Please
write or call with your purchas-
ing requirements: Peter S. Crapo,
J1l Lyman Meadow, Hinesburg, VT
05461 (night phone: 802-482-3919;
day phone: 802-865-1392)

For Sale

FOR SALE: Baseball schedules,
Great for S-O-M replays. Every
season available. $1 per season
and SASE. 20-sided dice, $2.
Richard Breest, 1332 Greenlea
Drive, Holiday, FL 34691

FOR SALE: S-0-M Baseball - 197s&,

1977, 1981; Football - 1977, 1979

Hockey — 1977-78, 1978-79, 1980-—

81, 1981-82, 1983-84, 1984-85,
(continued)




1985-86, Must sell, Call 412-921-
6067 or write: Ed O’Leary, 554
Chess Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15205

FOR SALE: Fanatics - make your
season replay more realistic with
Baseball Replay ’88, Exact day-to-
day 1988 schedules and actual
starting pitchers; comprehensive
roster changes (trades, disabled
players, minor—league callups) by
date; plus a unique lineup guide
to assure realistic player use.
Ideal for replaying one team or

a whole league, More than 100
hours of research at your finger-
tips for only $12. Similar replay
aids for 1956, 1961, 1962, 1968,
1985, 1986, 1987 - $12 each
(roster changes for pre-1985

are trades only) . Check or money
order to: Glenn Guzzo, 317-21

N. Broad St. #835, Philadelphia,
PA 19107

FOR SALE: Baseball, complete,
excellent condition — 1980 ($50),
1984 (540) , 1985 ($35), 1986
($30) . Football, complete, excell-
_ent condition — 1984 ($35), 1985
($30), 1986 ($25). Basketball,
complete, excellent — 1984-85
($25), 1985-86 ($25). All prices
include UPS shipping. Money orders
-only please., Richard Gulezian,

1 Robinhood Road, Windham, NH
03087

FOR SALE: Defensive ratings
comparison chart, Is a 3el2 at
first base better than a 4ed4?
This chart allows you to easily
compare defensive ratings such

as these. Good year after year,
Only $3, By the way, a 4el is
better than a 3el2, Rohn Morin,
2510 Hotel Road, Auburn, ME 04210

FOR SALE: Hockey game complete,
1978-79 season; all teams, includes
additional players; mint. Basket-
ball, complete, 1973-74 Atlanta,
Boston, Buffalo, Bullets, Chicago,
Detroit, Lakers, Milwaukee, Knicks,
Warriors; 1974-75 Boston, Buffalo,
Chicago, Kings, Seattle, Warriors,
Washington; 1975-76 Boston, Lakers,
Buffalo, Cleveland, Philadelphia,
Phoenix, Seattle, Washington,
Warriors. All mint condition.

Make an offer; must sell, Paul
Mangiafico, 158 Amherst St.,
Wethersfield, CT 06109

FOR SALE: S-0-M Baseball becomes
even more true-to-life and fun
using my super—advanced rules,
which add realism and detail
while preserving the game’s speed
of play and accuracy. Included
are easily memorized rules for
cutfield throwing errors and mis-
played hits; more realistic base
advances; injury chart with rare
plays; balks, pickoffs, pickoff
errors, rundowns; infielders pos-—
itioned in or back individually;
outfield shallow; suicide squeeze
safety squeeze and sacrifice
charts where fielding ability and
the runner’s speed play a part;
hit-and-run system involving the
pitcher, fielders and runner’s
speed; and much more, all smooth-
1y blended into S-0-M. Nearly 300
satisfied customers, $9, with
money—-back guarantee. Richard
Robb, #305-7100 Gilbert Road,
Richmond, B.C., Canada V7C 5C3
(or PO Box 1776, Pt. Roberts, WA
98281)

FOR SALE: The Ultimate Strat-0O-
Matic Empire. Complete football
seasons from 1967-1981 (this i=s
every team printed under the old
game format) and complete base-
ball seasons 1971-1982 (with
extras). All cards (both baseball
and football) have been sealed on
both sides with clear adhesive
plastic, I prefer not to break up
complete geasons. I also have for
sale an encyclopedia of each
player’s offensive and defenszive
ratings for football, 1967-1981,
alphabetically organized by team.
Send offers and SASE to: Gerard
Smedinghoff, 2319 Meadow Spring
Circle, Columbus, OH 43235

FOR SALE: 1989 edition card
analysis for super—advanced base-
ball, Includes OPB, power percen-—
tages and diamond chances for
both batters and pitchersz. Also
gbA and clutch hitting percent-
ages for batters. All this plus
additional card information con-—
(continued)




densed into a quick reference
format. Great for drafting or
setting up lineups against
pitchers, Enhances chance of
winning. I’m a 12-year gamer
with a bachelor’s degree in
math. I’ve enjoyed many World
Series appearances using this
analysis. Many satisfied cust-
omers, Only $8. Why not get the
edge this geason? Rohn Morin,
2510 Hotel Road, Auburn, ME 04210

FOR SALE or TRADE: I still have
over 900 individual S-0-M Baseball
teams from 1959-1987. I now have

over 25,000 assorted S-0-M Baseball

cards from 1930-1987, I also have
a new assortment of complete sets,
Send a SASE with 85 cents postage
for my Giant 1989 Teams List and/
or send your list of assorted
cards that you want to; Chris

Rosen, 731 Bergen St., Philadelphia,

PA 19111 (215-745-5247) , Special
note: I have a lot of new stock
and am interested in buying more.

FOR SALE: 1985 and 1986 baseball
sets with extras, 1985-86, ’86-87
hockey sets with extras. All in
very good to excellent condition.
No reasonable offers refused. I
pay postage, Write: Phil Ledesma,
815 N. Woodlawn #142, Wellington,
KS 67152

FOR SALE: Drafting your own team?
Baseball Yardstick is your key to

a winning season. Quickly spot best

player available each round of
draft, Save hours of scouting and
analysis., Get the ultimate winning

edge — better players! Computerized,
Objective. 15 years in development,

Handsome spiral-bound book, Proven
in competition, Order Red Book to

build strong team that gets stronger

every year; Green Book when 1988
player performance is all that
matters. Either book $25, Both

books $40. Satisfaction guaranteed.

Baseball Yardstick, 12702 Lamppost

Lane, Austin, TX 78727. Phone (512-

339-3115) ., Add $3 for rush orders,
$5 outside USA, .

FOR SALE: Baseball sets with
extras - 1979 (very good, $60) ;
1983 (very good, $50); 1984 (very

good, $45); 1985 (very good, $40):
1986 (very good, $30); 1987 (very
good, $25); 1969 reprint (mint,
$15); 1970 reprint (mint, $15).
IBM computer baseball with 1986
season disk, $25. Hockey sets
with extras - 1984-85 (mint, $35);
'85-8B6 (very good, $25); ’"86-87
(very good, $20). Basketball sets
with extras - 1982-83 (no extras,
mint, $35); ’B4-85 (1 set mint,
$30; 1 set good, $20); ’85-86
(very good, $20); ’86-87 (very
good, $20) . All prices include
postage., Contact: Joe Hornback,
208 E. Baseline Road #220, Tempe,
AZ 85283 (602-820-1605)

FOR SALE: Show your team’s true
colors with 6-, 10- and 20-sided
dice in your choice of 9 colors:
red, white, blue, black, purple,
orange, green, yellow and brown.
Guaranteed unbreakable. Only $2
each postpaid. Specials: 3 for
$5, 7 for $10., Strat player’s
special; 3 6-sided dice plus 1
20-sided die for $6, It’s all a
dice-roller needs. David de la
Fuente, 41 Marshall Ave., Apt. 4,
Akron, OH 44302 -

FOR SALE: The 1975 and 1976
Cincinnati Reds baseball teams.
Complete and in mint condition
(no extra players). Best offer
over $20 for the combined two
teams. Send SASE to: J. Howard,
2677 Anchor Ave,, Port Hueneme,
CA 93041

FOR SALE: Apple version computer
game disk with pitcher’s hold
rating included, $14., Season
disks also available:; 1962, 1968,
1984, 1985, 1986, 1987 and the
all new 1988 disk. Your choice,
$9 each; any two for $16, Please
call or write: Michael Stucchi,
453 Potter Road, Framingham, MA
01701 (508-990-7412 or 508-877-
1322)

FOR SALE: Strat-0O-Matic Baseball

cards all in mint condition and

with extras, Cards have been

wrapped in cling wrap to keep

them in mint condition. Years:

1975 ($40); '78 ($35); °80 ($35);
(continued)




"81 (33%5); "82 ($35); 83 ($33);
B84 ($35); "85 (830); ’'87 (3200,
or buy them all for $275 (zave
$25) . Either way, I pay postage,
Also, Who's Who in Baseball
1973-87 for $4 a year, Mark Hall,
150A Parker Street, Brewer, ME
04412 (207-989-3432) . I dare to
gay, you won’t find cards anymore
mint than these.

FOR SALE: Baseball sets, extras
and excellent condition (unless
noted): 1930, ’50, ’56, ’61
(unused) , 1968-70 (advanced rat-—
ings written): $15 (write for
availability); 1976 ($59); 1978
(549); 1979 (no extras, $39).
1985 extras ($4) . Hockey, 1981-84
($20) . Send money order to: Marc
Jacobson, 555 Crown Street #3F,
Brooklyn, NY 11213

FOR SALE: Large box of assorted
teams and cards from 1973-1987.
Many have never been opened -
some fairly used. Over 200 teams

- box very heavy. Want to sell as
a group. Top offer takes all. Call
or contact: John Blomstrom, 4931
Mhispering Falls, Houston, TX
77084 (713-855-4735)

FOR SALE: I am liquidating my
football and basketball collect-—
jons., I have the following foot-—
ball cards for sale: 1 game and
parts, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1983,
1984 and 1985 cards, plus name-—
less players for both types of
cards. Basketball: 1 game and
parts, 1983-84, 1984-85 and
1985-86, All cards in very good
to excellent condition. Would
prefer to sell complete seasons,
but could sell individual teams,.
All extras included. Please make
best offer to: Tim Austin, 3723
Greenland Ave. NW, Roanoke, VA
24012 (703-366-5197)

FOR SALE: 1977, 1982, 1983, 1985
baseball cards with additional
players. Also, 1984 Cubs, Tigers,
Expos, Blue Jays, Padres, Mets
without extras, 1982 football
cards. 1978 selector basketball
game. All cards in very good
condition. Reasonable offers or
trades for 1977-78 and 1979-80

hockey cards, Looking for S-0-M
gamers in Ottawa. Stuart Neill,
Apt. 610, 860 Blackthorne Ave,,
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1K 3Y7
(613-744-2146)

FOR SALE: Special defensive
cards for solitaire and draft
league S-0-M football gamers,
Play selector allows you the op—
tion of 18 possible defenzesz for
a variety of situations including
man—to-man or zone pass coverage,
blitzes, short yardage, prevent,
line shifts and stunts and much
more, These easy to use defenses
add realism and excitement, but
do not add to the time it takes
to play a game, For further inf-
ormation and a sample, send a
legal-sized SASE to: Carson Riley
P,0, Box 575, Vesuvius, VA 24483

FOR SALE: Frequency of use charts
for Strat-O-Matic Baseball avail-
able for 1987 season (1988 season
available shortly). The charts
allow easy use of players accor-
ding to actual frequency of use.
Some features are: realistic fre-
quency of use and days rest for
starting pitchers; unique relief
pitching system according to inn-
ing entering game; accurate
platooning of hitters and pinch
hitters; use of traded players
only when actually on a team,
Charts available for 1987-NL,
1987-AL, 1988-NL, 1988-AL ($6/
chart plus handling charge/order)
or will bill you later. Free gam-—
ple chart also available. Contact
Bernard Resner, 80 Robbins Road,
Lexington, MA 02173

League Forming
LEAGUE FORMING: Established,
successful, super advanced face-
to-face football league is look-—
ing for a few new coaches to con-
tinue our past success, We are
currently in our 11th season and
have been well documented in the
Review. We are located in the
beautiful Sullivan County Cats-
kill Mountains in New York state,
We play on the average of once
per week and are flexible. If

(continued)
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you’'re looking for a well-organi-
zed league, great stats, halftime
festivities and great times — give
us a call, Everyone gets a shot

at a solid playoff contending
team. Wayne Benton (914-292-4119)
or Norm Evansky (914-292-5799) .

LEAGUE FORMING: Twin Cities Strat
Club is seeking dependable adult
manager/coaches for basketball

and backup coaches for existing
football, hockey leagues, Also
seeking backup managers for next
year’s baseball league (16 teams) .,
Only dependable people need apply
for our face-to-face leagues,.
Contact: Dave at 537-5947.

LEAGUE FORMING: Play-by-mail S-0-M,
16 teams drafted from all carded
players, 30-man roster, Protect

15 players yearly. All advanced
rules, Players limited to AB/IP
and positions on cards, Standard
scoresheets/stat sheets, Bi-weekly
newaletters, Penalties for late
reporting/playing, Minimum of

20% games must be face-to-—face.
I've been playing S-0-M for 26
years and know what it takes to
have a successful league. Serious
and dedicated managers only need
apply. Call or write: Rich Vioral,
2269 White Pines Dr,, Pensacola, FL
32506 (904-944-4356)

LEAGUE FORMING: Sportsman’s Basze-
ball Association entering fifth
season., PBM. Advanced rules,
Emphasis on sportsmanship, comm-—
unication, promptness. For 1989
membership application and details,
write: Burke Ittenbach, 104 Macon
Drive, Mobile Estates, Cary, NC
27511

LEAGUE FORMING: The ICBL is expand-
ing in its second season. We are
currently a 10-team league based
on the National League. Starting
with the new cards, we’ll be draft-
ing a 12-team American League. This
will be a ground-floor opportunity
for A.L., enthusiasts. Also, there
ig a strong chance that a Naticnal
League franchise(s) will become
available. If you’re a mature,
dedicated baseball fan, this is

the league for you. If interested,
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call: Paul Ziemba (508-224-3716)
or write: Paul Ziemba, 6 Farm—
hurst Road, Plymouth, MA 02360

LEAGUE FORMING: The Central
Valley Strat-O-Matic Baseball
Association is looking for manag-—
ers to take over some existing
franchises. CVSBA is a 10-team,
strictly American League with
limited rosters, player restrict—
iong, annual re-entry and mid-
season drafts and year-round
trading. Extensive PBM experience
not necessary, but S-0-M experi-
ence, reliability and congenial-
ity are. Send expressions of int-
erest to: Richard Nelson, 1553
Klamath River Drive, Rancho
Cordova, CA 95690

LEAGUE FORMING: Backup managers
required for established PBM lea—
gue currently in its eighth sea-
son, featuring: 162-game schedule
12 teams, 40-man rosters, AL and
NL players, all super-advanced
rules, computer compatible and
minor leaguers draftable. The
main requirement is reliability
and a sense of obligation towards
others, If interested and quali-
field, phone: 416-731-3476 and
ask for Murray Zabitsky, or write
for application at: 199 Mullen
Drive, Thornhill, Ontario, Canada
L4J 2vV8

LEAGUE FORMING: ATL American
League all draft league from
Houston needs backup manager. We
play nine games every other Thur-—
gday at rotating homes from Feb.
to Oct, Nine-year league keeps
players year to year, draft,
trade, etc. Backup manager will
play when other managers can’t
attend and will join full-time
when someone quits or expansion
occurs, Jan, 1990, Managers
21-40. Contact: John Blomstrom,
4931 Whispering Falls, Houston,
TX 77084 (713-855-4735)

LEAGUE FORMING: ISCMA is convert-—

ing from face-to-face play to a

PBM league and is looking for ex-—

perienced players to take over

some franchises and to provide a
(continued)




backup list, Striectly National
League, with perpetual rosters,
year—-round trading and player
limits — and we're computer
compatible. If you think you’re
qualified, write: Ken Gandy,
P.0. Box 1421, Rancho Cordova,
CA 95741

LEAGUE FORMING: As seen in Sept.
1988 Review, The New York Metro
Strat League has two openings
for the 1989 season. This iz a
well—-organized, l6-member, face-
to-face operation. The league
has completed five seasons, Only
serious players please. Long
Island, Queens area. Call: Tony
(day: 516-574-3147; night: 718-
631-7814)

LEAGUE FORMING: NTL looking for
backup managers, Exciting and
interesting play-by-mail/head-to—
head format. We are a draft Nat-
ional League with two five—-team
divisions — one in Houston/the
other has two in Atlanta; two

in St. Louis and one in Atlanta.
We meet each Feb, in Houston

for our World Series, draft and
first 40 games of new season,
Some teams play more. Some mana-—
gerg travel out of town during
season to play. There is virtually
no solitaire., Contact: John
Blomstrom, 4931 Whispering Falls,
Houston, TX 77084 (713-855-4735)

LEAGUE FORMING: The HSBML II is

preparing to enter its sixth season

and is in need of 1-2 replacement
managers plus backups, We are a
l4—team draft league that uses the
basic side with many advanced
features, Our ''limited' draft -
which prevents an all-sztar league
— will take place in late March.
We ask that serious and dependable
managers apply. For more details,
contact: Jim McPartland, 35
Morningside Dr,, Bridgeport, CT
06606-1203 (203-576-1797)

LEAGUE FORMING:
face—to—face, PBM, advanced draft
league in fourth year is looking
for a few quality managers, The
NASBL drafts from all MLB, so
many superstars on available

Continuous l6—team,

teams. Reply soon — season starts
in March. Call or send SASE and
bicgraphy please: Ian Zook, Box
16734, La Jolla, CA 92037 (619-
558-7318)

LEAGUE FORMING: The ESSOM Fall
League, under new management, has
at least one immediate opening
and needs backup managers. This
10-team draft PBM league is 15
years old and runs from Oct.-
March. We use most advanced
rules, The league is based on AL
teams; players traded to the NL
remain on our rosters. Other fea-
tures: annual phone draft, 156-
game schedule. If you want to
join a well-run league, rich in
heritage and fun to boot, ESSOM
iz for you. Only dedicated, mat-
ure fanatics should respond to:
Harold Coleman, 401 Jackson Cir-
cle, Columbus, MS 39701 (601-327-
4845)

LEAGUE FORMING: Face-to-face
baseball league in Sonoma, Marin,
Solano, San Francisco area is
looking for gamers for draft and
full-season replay. Please call:
Dave (707-664-1756)

LEAGUE FORMING: The Greater
Columbia Baseball Association
needs at least two and possibly
as many as Six new managers as we
begin our 1llth season. The GCBA
is an 18-team PBM league that
drafts from all teams and uses
the super advanced rules. In ord-
er to generate more interest
among new managers, the existing
teams not returning will be dia-—
solved and their players thrown
into a draft pool, The new mana-—
gerz will then draft their own
roster from this pool. After
that, all 18 teams will submit
their protected roster for the
annual rookie draft, which takes
place in mid-March. But now for
the bad news...the GCBA is a win-—
ter league which begins in late
August., The core managers of the
GCBA are exceptional. The most
recent new managers have been
there for five years, However,
the fringe managers have been
(continued)
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terrible. We’'re hoping for exper-—
ienced managers, but our No, 1
priority is dedication, If you’re
still reading this ad, you might
be the person we’re loocking for.
If you've been burned by other
"‘come and go' leagues in the past,
maybe you should give us a try.
Contact: Rick Sontheimer, 808
Rollingwood Trail, Columbia, SC
29210 (B03-772-4052)

LEAGUE FORMING: Sunshine State
Strat League, a stable, compet-
itive, PBM, 10-team league in

its fourth year, needs one exper—
ienced and reliable manager (over
21) . We use National League players
with 15-man protect roster, Rookie
and unprotected player draft each
year., 162-game schedule, Team is
strong with Galarraga, Benilla,
Brooks, Walk, Drabek, Gross,
Sutcliffe, Worrell, Sax, Thomas,
Webster, among others. Call or
write to: Dave Tyner, B340 SVW
62nd Court, Miami, FL 33143
(305-661-9688) or Marty Toder
(904~824-9651)

LEAGUE FORMING: America’s League

— better known as the Mid-Atlantic
Table Sports Association - will
be playing its 10th annual season
beginning in March. We are a 10-
team, continuous NL play-by-mail
draft league, with an emphasis

on both fun and quality, playing
a sensible and exciting 132—-game
season through August. We are

a close-knit group (we all met

in Ohio for a weekend last summer),
so to get in on the fun, please
write: Ed Grant, 746 N. Highland
Avenue NE #4, Atlanta, GA 30306

LEAGUE FORMING: The Federal Basket-
ball Network is locking for four
new coaches for four expansion
franchises. We are a PBM draft
basketball league currently in
our 11lth year. We feature free
agent drafts, rookie drafts and
very active trading among our
members., We are looking for
responsible coaches who are
willing to make a long-term
commitment. We play a 64-game
schedule and our newsletters
include up-to-date stats for
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all clubs and league leaders in
all categories. If interested
please call or write: Len Green—
berg, 50 Bradley Dr., Shoreham,
NY 11786 (516-928-2170, 9 a.m.—
3 p.m. EST)

LEAGUE FORMING: A few eager
backup managers are needed in the
Democratic Baseball Association
(DBA) , a high—energy, l6-team,
play-by-mail draft league. We’'re
computer compatible, use super
advanced rules, but feature a
diverse, veteran group of mana-
gers, It’s a league experience
you won’t soon forget, Write:
Pete Stein, 199-30 28th Avenue,
Flushing, NY 11358

LEAGUE FORMING: Tradewater II, a
play-by-mail baseball league, is
offering the public a very rare
opportunity to join our six-year
organization. Stability, reliab-
ility, realism and a simple con-
stitution form our backbone.
Don’t delay, contact: Dean Monson
3503 W. 4400 So., West Valley
City, UT 84119 (BO1-967-7182)

LEAGUE FORMING: The Fly-By-Night
Baseball Association is entering
its 15th season. 20-team, draft
league, advance rules, all cards
used, 162-game season, bi-weekly
newsletter including: standings,
league leaders, transactions and
individual team reports. Play-
offs, World Series, All-Star
game, The FBNBA is mostly PBM,
but we do offer face-to-face in
Connecticut, New York, Florida.
Last year 11 managers got togeth-
er in Connecticut for the annual
telephone draft. We are looking
for backup managers. Last year
four backups got regular manager
jobs. Write to: Rob Bruno, 33
Stony Hill Driwe, Mystic, CT
06355 for questionnaire,

LEAGUE FORMING: Face-to-face
league in north Jersey seecks
standbys for its sixth season,
Wait has varied from none to just
over one year, Ten—team league
uses primarily AL cards and super
advanced rules. Average member is
(continued on back page)
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in early/mid 30z, with over a entry fee, $45 if entered by
decade of dice-rolling (includ- April 14, Guaranteed $450 for
ing four in league play) behind first place, $200 for second and
him., Schedule of 144 games played $100 for third if there are at
over six months; one five- or least 30 participants. Great
six—-game series per week. Standbys location, surrounded by motels
given first preference for expan- and eating places. Easy access to
sion franchises., Call or write: I-10. Call or write Rich Vioral
Alan® Rowland: (201-939-6348), P.O,. for more information: (904-944-
Box 1631, South Hackensack, NJ 4356) , 2269 White Pines Drive,
07606-0231 Pensacola, FL 32506
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CONTEST: Pensacola Open. S-0-M * Remember to remove the

tournament, April 28-30; $50 asterisk from Damon Berryhill,




