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Defense against the run is rated ‘Supreme’
New York has some Giant-sized cards

After a Super on-the-field performance in 1986, it’s all in the
cards now for the New York Giants in Strat-O-Matic.

The Giants, as expected, have a collection of outstanding cards
in the new set, ranging from a ''supreme'' defense against the run to Joe
Morris’ breakaway runs. New York also has the feared Tony Galbreath,
but his card, based on 16 real-life carries in ’86, is nothing like the
card that prompted cries for the prohibitive ''Galbreath Rule' the year
before,

In checking out the Giants, there’s a defense that forces fumbles
on No. 6 for numbers 2-11, The defensive unit, good although not spect-
acular, includes five "6s', three 'Ss'" and three '4s'"., Three of the
four linebackers - Carl Banks, Harry Carson and Lawrence Taylor - are
all rated "6."

Other highlights in a cursory look at the Giants are Joe Morris
having long gain straight across on No. 2 and short gain across his
card on No. 3., He also has a long gain, guessed wrong, on end run No.
11, Tight end Mark Bavaro has all gains guessed wrong except for No. S
on flat pass and No., 7 for short pass.

The Chicago Bears, although they didn’t make a return trip to the
Super Bowl, again had a solid defense and some big-play performers on
offense, Jim McMahon was obviously missed as he attempted only 150
passes,

Willie Gault has a dandy big-gain receiving card, with long gain
both right and wrong on Nos, 5 and 6 for a long pass. He also has long
gain in the short pass column, guessed wrong, on Nos. 3, 9 and 11.
Thomas Sanders and Dennis Gentry both have touchdown on kickoff return
for a roll of 2.

Overall, the Bears have five '6s' on defense. The overall pass de-
fense as well as run defense both are rated excellent. Against the long
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pass with one man in the zone, a roll of 7 results in interception
2-10;0 125

Here’s a look at some of the other outstanding or unusual team and
individual cards in the 1987 set (based on 1986 real-life):

* Curt Warner of Seattle has short gains on Nos, 4, 6 and 10 and
long gain on No, 12 on an end run, guessed wrong. His Nos. 10, 11 and
12 results are short gain, +31 and long gain, respectively.

* Wesley Walker of the New York Jets has 13 long gain chances (out
of 36) on long pass, guessed wrong column. Bobby Humphrey and JoJo
Townsell both have touchdowns on No. 2 for kickoff returns. Pass defen-
se is very poor as against short pass, three men in zone, except for
No. 9 (interception) and No. 3, everything else is completion or
receiver,

* Buffalo’s "Franchise,' Jim Kelly, has a good card, both passing
and running. And Chris Burkett has 13 long gain chances on guessed
wrong for a long pass. But the Bills have no fumble chances on defense
and the best interception chance is 2-3, 12,

* Dallas’ Herschel Walker is a two-way threat, with an outstanding
card as a runner and receiver. Call him Double 84, as he has an 84-yard
run off-tackle, guessed wrong on No. 2 and an 84-yard pass reception on
a long pass, guessed wrong, on No. 11. An intriguing card is that of
Reggie Collier, a quarterback who attempted only 15 passes. He has 21
must run chances, one long gain and 1ll-plus interception chances on
long pass, guessed right,

* Philadelphia only fumbles on offense on a roll of 2. The offen-
sive line is a sad-sack outfit, having all '"Os'" pass blocking and five
of nine players rated "0" on run blocking. Quarterback Randall
Cunningham has 29 must run chances in the short and long pass columns.

* The Los Angeles Raiders have an interception reading of 2-9 and
12 on No., 7, defending against long pass., Jessie Hester has 13 long
gain chances on long pass, guessed wrong.

* Check out Tommy Kramer’s passing card for Minnesota, it’s a
dandy.

* Miami has the best split end/wide receiver duo in the NFL in
Mark Duper and Mark Clayton. Both cards are long, long, long on long
gains, And Dan Marino, well, his card reflects a 60.7 percent complet-
ion percentage and even includes 10 completion chances when passing
short in the guessed right column,

* Washington’s Jay Schroeder has 11 long gain chances on long pass
when guessed wrong, but is weak throwing flat/look-in passes.

* In addition to Eric Dickerson, the NFL’s leading rusher, the LA
Rams may have the '""Tony Galbreath card' of this year, belonging to
Charles White. He has only 22 attempts, but he’s dynamite guessed wrong
on end runs, Dickerson, by the way, has a short gain straight across on
No. 7. '

* Although Green Bay didn’t do much right in ’86, quarterback
Randy Wright has a +14 reading straight across (including Rec., 2-tmd)
on No, 7 on short passes,

* Joe Montana, who usually has an excellent passing card, is a
disappointment when going long. San Francisco has no offensive fumbles,

* Kansas City’s defensive secondary has three '6s'" and one "S5'" and
the interception chances are 2-9, 12, one man in zone, vs. long pass.

* Gerald Willhite has a touchdown on No. 3 for punt return. Denver
also features, of course, quarterback John Elway, who has long gain
throwing long straight across (+30 Rec 2-tmd) on No. 7. Elway also has
a very good running card and enough 'must run' readings to make him a
double threat for the NFC champions.

* New Orleans’ Morten Andersen has 2-10 field goal chance from
23-32 yards.
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* Cincinnati’s Stanley Wilson has short gain on No. 7 straight
across (excepting keyed) on all three types of runs, while James Brooks
has short gain on No. 12 and long gain on No. 2, again across the card.

* Bernie Kosar’s card is rated ''great' by Review co-editor Warren
Newell, who annually goes through the cards and rates them tougher than
a Russian judge. Cleveland also has special teams whiz Gerald McNeil
(at least he was against the Detroit Lions), who has touchdown on No. 2
for kickoffs and punt returns,.

* Tampa Bay has the dubious distinction of having six '"0s'' on
defense, including three of four defensive backs, The pass defense, not
surprisingly, is rated ''very poor.'' The defense against the run isn’t
much better., Instead of ''poor,' Newell feels a "lousy' rating would be
more appropriate,

* San Diego, where defense has been a taboo subject, the run is
rated good to excellent, while the pass defense is rated average to
poor. Also, check out Dan Fouts’ card, especially if you have a chance
to pick him off in a draft league.

* New England has another dynamic receiving duo in Stanley Morgan
and Irving Fryar, Fryar has long gain, both called right and wrong, on
No. 7 throwing long. And under-rated Tony Eason has a good card, too.

* Eric Hipple of Detroit has a lot of completion chances, being
especially effective throwing flat/look-in passes. But Detroit’s indiv-
idual defensive ratings are atrocious as there are only two 'Ss', five
''43'" and four "Os'".

One card that probably isn’t of much interest to anyone outside of
Buffalo and Portage/Kalamazoo, MI, is that of Pete Metzelaars, tight
end for the Bills who caught 49 passes for 485 yards and three TDs.

Metzelaars, who’s listed as 6-foot-7, 243 pounds, played quarter-
back in high school at Portage Central - he was 6-6, 220 then - and
helped lead his team into the Michigan Class A championship game, which
it lost to Birmingham Brother Rice.

As far as the new cards having to be detached because they come in
sheets and are perforated, it’s a slight annoyance and some of the
edges show the perforation. But it does eliminate the collating process
(which took six to eight weeks for baseball) and should in the near
future result in earlier arrivals of card orders.

"The new process is three times quicker,' says Steve Barkan of the
game company, ''if you order a complete set of cards. If you order less
than a full set, it isn’t quite as fast, although still much faster
than the old system,'

Another slight advantage of having to separate the perforated
cards is that gamers will be looking over the cards at the same time,
Most gamers hungarily look over the cards, anyway, but now it will be
a double labor of love,
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In this corner...the editors

Look for a couple of improvements in the baseball game when next
year rolls around. Can’t tell you more now, but stay tuned in upcoming
issues for more on the improvements,

The Strat-O-Matic Game Company is busy rewriting the instruction
booklet for its baseball games (board and computer). Many of the nag-
ging questions that have appeared in the pages of the Review over the
years will be clarified.

Speaking of changes, or clarification, check out this month’s
""Readers roll ’em'" section for cutoff plays in the IBM and Commodore
computer games. Also, a cutoff play will be incorporated into the other
versions of S-0-M Baseball (Apple computer, board game) next year,



Readers roll ’em

TWO X-CHARTS, ANYONE?

I want to encourage S-0-M
to implement the field surface
into the baseball game.

A while back, I read a
suggestion that perhaps two
X-charts could be utilized, a
""grass'' chart and an "artificial"
chart. The grass chart would
have more errors and fewer singles
on the infielders. The '"turf"
chart would have more double
plays and more outfield singles
would turn into doubles and
triples.

To maintain compatibility,
the charts would use the exact
same ratings and you could still
use new cards with the old chart
and the old cards with the new
charts,

In addition, these new
charts could bring on changes
that would make outfield errors
more realistic, S-0-M error
totals are very realistic, but
in reality major league out-
fielders, with few exceptions,
simply do not drop that many
flyballs,

The new charts could bring
back a result from the basic
game X-chart: the single plus
error, a common occurrence in
real-life play. Finally, many
outfielder errors occur on
throws, so why not introduce
T-ratings for outfielders like
the catchers?

DAVE DONAT
921 Harlem Ave,.
Glenview, IL

JUST A FEW MORE CHANGES

Much has been written (about
possible changes in the Strat-0-
Matic Baseball game) and much has
been done (clutch hitting, ball
park factor, supplementary steal-
ing) . But there are a few more
ideas S-0-M should use, which
would put its game on the verge
of perfection.

We have the groundball A for

the hitters, but none for pitchers,

This tells me that all pitchers

are created equal as far as crea-
ting double play balls. Which
brings me to the fielding X.
Again all are equal. I feel that
a pitcher who allows more ground-
outs should have an extra ground-
ball X chance on his card,.

Probably the most important
area we need is clutch pitching.
If there is clutch hitting, then
why not clutch pitching?

It seems that S-O-M has been
worrying about perfecting the
offensive end of the game. It is
time to perfect the defensive end
also.

PAUL UNGER
76 W. Cherbourg Dr‘,
Cheektowaga, NY

*C” SET PROPOSED

In my next letter to you
I’11l send along my ballot for a
proposed Hall-of-Fame ''C" set.

I’ve noted in recent issues
of the Review that there has been
quite a bit of interest in a
third set, especially with so
many of the great players from
the ’60s retiring in recent
years,

I’ve done some research and
have come up with two 20-player
rosters (seven pitchers, 13 bat-
ters, broken down by positions).
Hopefully, enough interest can be
generated for this project so
that the game company would ser-
iously consider it for the next
couple of years.

JIM ELLIOTT
2604 E. Denise
Orange, CA

A JOB WELL DONE

I just wanted to voice my
approval of a job well done.
Baseball Strat takes up a good
deal of my wife and myself’s time
and your newsletter is read cover
to cover each month in my house,

I enjoy your format and wish
you many years of continued suc-
cess. I play in six active PBM
baseball Strat leagues and I’'m
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president of two leagues, I will
use information in the Review for
all league members and I encourage
them to subscribe - as most do.

I hope I don’t "hurt your
feelings’ by not giving you some
negative criticism, It seems
lately that readers have been
giving you a hard time. I wanted
you to know that there are plenty
of people out here like myself
that appreciate the job you are
doing.

I play the Apple computer
version of Strat Baseball., I was
disappointed that the computer
program was not available with
the cards this year - especially
since I flew to New York to pick-
up the cards in person for the
first time,

I'm glad to hear that there
is a good possibility that the
team disks will be available with
the cards in the future. It will
sure make things easier for gamers
like myself that play in several
leagues, The computer program
saves many hours of stat time
and doesn’t take away from the
game at all,

I have a few suggestions for
Strat-0O-Matic regarding the comp-
uter game on the Apple. It would
really be helpful if ’series stats’
would be available, As it stands
now, stats for each game are added
in to season totals - so series
stats are not available,

It would also be nice if you
could save boxscores on disk for
future reference. Now, you either
get a copy of the boxscore immed-
iately after the game - or not at
all.

I guess the big thing that
draft leaguers will be complaining
about the most is the roster maxi-
mums of 29 for the manual program
and 25 for the advanced version.

As Strat spells out in its instruct-

ions, trading of players is not
very practical with the current
format. It would be nice if there
was room for 35 or 40 players on
each team - to allow for trading,
waiver transactions, etc.

Don’t get me wrong. The
Strat program is fantastic and I
use it daily. I realize that there
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is a space problem on the disks -
but how about coming up with a
’General Manager’s Disk’ or a

'Draft League Disk’ in the
future?
MARK SMITH
222 Northwest Circle
Topeka, KS

YEAR NEEDED ON CARDS

Why doesn’t Strat-O-Matic
put the year of record on the
basketball defensive cards and
the football specialty, offen-—
sive-defensive rating and defen-
sive end run—-flat pass cards?

Whenever I get new teams, I
hand-print the year on these
cards in order to avoid confysion
in case I get cards of the same
team in different years mixed
together (all-time drafts, etc.).

I know it’s a minor incon-
venience, which is why I can’t
understand why the game company
doesn’t print the year on these
particular cards. If, by mistake,
certain cards are mixed up, a
team’s performance will be alter-
ed, resulting in an unrealistic
performance.

It doesn’t seem like too
difficult a task to accomplish in
order to make a great game great-
er.

MELVIN KAPUTNICK
(18-year S-0-M vet)

FROM NEPAL TO THE U.S.

Dhanybaad! (Thank you!) What
a surprise seeing that you gave
me a full page in the Review
(July, 1987, page 10). That was
fantastic, It will get results
for sure. There are several poss-
ibilities in the For Sale advert-
ising section for resurrecting my
six stricken teams.

The Review arrived at my
house on Sunday. That was just in
time, as I am leaving for Europe
tomorrow. I will return to Kath-
mandu at the end of September,

Yes, I have taken S-O-M on
the trail. I have not played a
game higher than 9,000 feet ele-
vation (I have been as high as
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19,000 feet). The Nepalese do
play dice games while drinking
chang (roughly equivalent to
beer) much as Americans do in
bars back in the United States.
I must get back to my last-
minute packing. I will write you
again when I get back in October.
Thanks again for your excellent
coverage of my pilfered teams.
JEFF BEJACH
c/o A,K. Shrestha
Pasupati Soap Factory
Lazimpat, Ranibari
Kathmandu, Nepal

COMPUTER QUESTIONS

As an owner of the Apple,
Commodore and IBM versions of
S-0-M Baseball, I’ve got a few
questions that have been bub-
bling up for a year now., I’d
appreciate it if you could
check with Steve Barkan on
them.

First, there are other
earned run situations that
the game does not recognize
in addition to some of those
already mentioned

If a batter reaches first
base on an error with no outs,
is caught stealing for the first
out, next batter makes out for
two outs, then a home run is
hit, or other run-scoring sit-
uations occur, the runs should
be earned, but are called
unearned. I think other base-
running outs and errors also
mix badly in earned run consid-
eration.

The computer games have no
idea of scoring rule 10.18 (i)
either. For example, when a
relief pitcher comes in with two
outs and allows a home run, it’s
always an earned run for him,
regardless of any errors commit-
ted before he entered the game.
The computer versions incorrectly
charge these as unearned runs,.

My biggest concern with the
computer games is baserunning. I
am involved in two leagues that
use the somewhat standard cutoff
rule (first introduced by Brad
Furst?) that has been printed in
the Review many times in the past.

The main reason for that
cutoff rule is to keep the batter
from advancing an extra base on
throws from the outfield. Even as
late as Dec., 1986 you answered a
reader’s question on this by say-
ing the batter also advanced an
extra base on these outfield
throws,

Well, in the computer game
the batter never advances on out-
field throws, This makes a huge
difference as far as I'm concern-—
ed in the play of the game,.

With a good cutoff rule, you
have to weigh the possibility of
throwing out the lead runner with
the penalty of letting the batter
advance into scoring position and
out of a possible double play.
With the computer rule, the off-
ensive manager is instead doing
something more akin to stealing
third base when he runs his base-
runner up that extra base,

I would prefer the computer
games be adjusted to allow real
cutoff rules and let the batter
move up on throws. But even with-
out that I would like to know
what the real baserunning rule is
(hopefully, the same for both
computer and non-computer) and
for what season the old rule (as
given in the Dec. ’'86 answer)
still applies. Does the batter
advance on outfield throws or
not?

BOB CEBELAK
113 Cypress Ave.
Holland, MI

EDITOR’S NOTE: First of all,
S-0-M’s Steve Barkan says there
are still minor ''bugs' with the
computer games and interpretation
of an earned and unearned run.
The more technical situations
have been a problem - a problem
Barkan suggests be remedied, at
least for now, by manually chang-
ing the result using Edit Statis-
tical Records., S-O-M is aware of
scoring rule 10.18 (i) and will
be attempting, via its computer
people, of making next year’s
editions bug-free.

As far as a cutoff rule, the
game company’s original rules

(continued on back page)




Strat-O-Matic spotlight

Sometimes the Family Affair aspect of Strat-O-Matic gaming goes
beyond husbands and wives or fathers and sons.

One such case is an aunt-nephew relationship between Debra Buchan-
an-Cope and nine-year-old James Buchanan (who’s not related to the
president by the same name), Debra was introduced to S-O-M by her brot-
her, David, Jim’s father, and both are in play-by-mail leagues.

Debra reported to the Review recently that Jim, who will enter
the fourth grade this fall and is an avid fan of the Mets, especially
Gary Carter, rolled a no-hitter that may rank him as the youngest gamer
to accomplish the feat in S-O-M.

Jim used the 1986 cards, basic version, and Sid Fernandez dueled
Bob Knepper in a matchup of the Mets and Astros. 'Fernandez did not
issue a walk; one runner reached base on an error,'" says Debra. '"Three
times Jim rolled a 1-4 homer chance on Fernandez’s card, but El1 Sid
managed to hang on to his no-hitter."

Homers by Keith Hernandez and Darryl Strawberry helped the Mets to
a 3-0 victory. .

"I know of leagues whose members include husbands and wives, dnd
fathers and sons,'" says Debra, but "I haven’t heard of one that
includes an aunt and nephew."

A DOUBLE NO-HITTER...ALMOST

Another no-hitter that was anything but routine was one witnessed
by Bob Johnston of Saginaw, MI. Johnston played the 1961 Angels and New
York Yankees, with Ken McBride hurling for the Angels and Whitey Ford
for the Yanks,

At the end of nine innings, both pitchers had a no-hitter in an
amazing duel, especially on McBride’s part against a Yankee lineup
featuring Roger (61* homers) Maris and Mickey Mantle, among others.

Finally, in the bottom of the 10th inning with two outs and a run-
ner on, Mantle clouted a home run to give Ford a 2-0 win. Ford struck
out 11 and walked two, pitching a no-hitter, while McBride fanned 11,
walked three and surrendered only one hit.

"This was the most unusual game I have had in over 15 years of
S-0-M,'" enthused Johnston.

COMPUTER NO-HITTER

Another no-hitter was reported by Joel Pleban, Huntington, CT, who
was using a Commodore computer when Ron Darling of the Mets set down
Seattle in a replay of 1986 teams.

It was Pleban’s first no-hitter in four years of playing S-O-M.
"It was a big thrill as I had several no-hitters broken up in the late
innings before,'" said Pleban,

Darling only faced 27 batters as the two hitters that walked -
John Moses and Phil Bradley - were both eliminated on double plays,
Darling struck out nine, including DH Ken Phelps three times,

Two games after Darling’s no-hitter, no-hit lightning almost
struck again as Bob Ojeda of the Mets gave up only an eighth-inning
single to Bo Diaz in blanking Cincinnati. The shutout was Ojeda’s third
in only six starts.

WILD TIME IN WRIGLEY

It’s never over until it’s over would certainly apply to any base-
(continued on next page)
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ball game being played in Chicago’s Wrigley Field. Sean Riley found
that out, much to his enjoyment, in a 1985 Chicago Cubs replay game
that pitted the Cubbies against Philadelphia.

Riley, who lives in Long Beach, CA, watched Rick Sutcliffe and the
Cubs carry a 2-1 lead into the seventh inning at Wrigley Field. But
then the Phillies erupted, scoring eight runs, six of ’em unearned, in-
cluding a three-run, two-out homer by Mike Schmidt.

Now trailing 9-2 in the bottom of the eighth, the Cubs struck back
for five runs and cut it to 9-7 going into the ninth. Davey Lopes, Ryne
Sandberg, Leon Durham and Keith Moreland all singled in runs, with
Moreland knocking in a pair,.

Chicago’s relief ace Lee Smith set down Philadelphia in the top of
the ninth and then managed to get on base in the bottom of the inning
with two outs, Don Carman was pitching for the Phils and Sandberg was
the batter. He rolled a 6-2 on Carman’s card - a ball park home run
chance and the only possible hit chance in the six-column, excluding
X-chart readings.

A '"2" was rolled with a 20-sided die and Sandberg had tied the
score, In the bottom of the 10th, pinch-hitter Chris Speier got a
clutch single off Shane Rawley of the Phils to knock in the winning -
run, Speier’s hit came off a 3-12 roll, which is his only possible hit
chance in the three-column.

Almost at the same time that Riley was watching an amazing Cubs’
comeback, fellow S-O-M player Steve Ross, also of Long Beach, had a
similar battle going between 1986 Toronto and Texas.

Toronto also trailed 9-2 late in the game. And Toronto also rall-
ied to tie the score, scoring four in the eighth and three in the
ninth, two via Rance Mulliniks’ home run. The Blue Jays came up short
at the end, however, as Texas scored in the top of the 1llth for a 10-9
win to leave Comeback II with an unhappy ending.

22-INNING MARATHON

There have been unusual games reported with the Apple computer
version of S-0-M, the Commodore (see Joel Pleban’s no-hitter on preced-
ing page) ...and now, thanks to Don Ahrens (Larkspur, CA), IBM.

Ahrens played Pittsburgh and San Francisco with the ''new'' 1968
cards, using the automatic version of Computer Baseball. The boxscore
printout consumed almost an entire page as the marathon game lasted 22
innings. A total of 37 players were in the batting lineup and nine pit-—
chers were utilized, five by the Pirates.

The Giants won out, 3-2, but not until after Al McBean had hurled
a no-hitter through 7 2/3 innings for the Pirates; there was no score
after 18 innings; Donn Clendenon’s two-run homer put the Pirates ahead
in the top of the 19th and Willie McCovey’s solo homer and a sacrifice
fly by pitcher Joe Gibbon — the Giants had run out of players and were
forced to bat him - tied it in the bottom of the 19th,.

Gibbon, who pitched five complete innings, giving up three hits
and two runs, finally got the win, while Dock Ellis was tagged with the
loss. Neither team hit well as the Giants had 11 safeties and the Bucs
only eight. There were 28 strikeouts, however, with Bobby Bonds of the
Giants fanning four times., Clendenon was the only player with three
hits, while Hall of Famer Roberto Clemente was hitless in nine at-bats.

BENCH IS THE DIFFERENCE

Johnny Bench, Cincinnati’s do-everything catcher during the glory
days of the 1970s, put on a routine performance (for him, anyway) when
he led the 1975 Reds to a 4-3 series triumph over 1974 Oakland in a

(continued on next page)



matchup of World Series champions. James Earnisse guided Oakland and
Rick Zawada directed the Big Red Machine, Both managers are from Chica-
go, where there hasn’t been a World Series champion since 1917,

Bench was the MVP after batting .366 (11-30), homering three times
and driving in four runs and throwing out five of nine runners attempt-
ing to steal. Bench threw out AA Bill North three times when he tried
to steal second.

Oakland won the opener, 4-3, in 10 innings when Claudell Washing-
ton singled in the winning run; also game No, 2, 4-3, as Reggie Jackson
and Joe Rudi hit two-run homers and Vida Blue pitched a five-hitter.
But the Reds won the next three games - 10-6, 6-5 and 6-5, the latter
when Cesar Geronimo homered in the ninth - to take a 3-2 lead. Blue
then pitched another five-hitter and Ray Fosse hit a grand-slam for an
11-1 win to even the series at 3-3. Bench doubled in the game and
series winner in the 1llth inning of a 4-3 victory in the finale.
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S-O-M league, replay scene

NORTH AMERICAN CORRESPONDENCE. BASEBALL ASSOCIATION (NACBA) - Year-
round league, playing both American and National leagues, that was
formed from ads ran in the Review. '"We were formed solely from our ad
in the Review and our membership has been extremely stable in that all
of the managers that started the season with the NACBA finished it with
us,'' says commissioner Scott Hapner, Findlay, OH...Each league consists
of 10 teams, five in each division, and a 162-game schedule is played,
Super—advanced rules are used with some modifications...Other managers
and their ages and teams are: Reese Fesmire (30, Erie Clippers); Paul
Minor (31, Trevose Tribe); Al Telgenhof (23, Detroit Wheels); Dennis
Schimmel (Minneapolis Millers); Doug Root (Wisconsin Wildcats); Bryan
Sylvester (Oxford Batting Tort Feasers); Chad 0’Kelly (Iowa City Colon-
els) ; Malcom Baker (Blue Hills Bombers); Bill Krolikowski (Kielce Kiel-
basas) and Hapner (31, Findlay Cardinals),...Pedro Guerrero (.335, 3§
homers, 117 RBI) of Blue Hills was the Player of the Year in the N.L.
and John Tudor (24 wins, 2.01 ERA, 187 strikeouts, 13 complete games),
also of Blue Hills, was Pitcher of the Year,

Standings, playoff results and leaders (using 1985 cards):

Northern Ww-L GB Eastern W =L GB Playoffs:
Minneapolis 90 72 = Erie 90 72 = Kielce d. Wisconsin,
Wisconsin 88 74 2 Blue Hills 88 74 2 2-1.
Oxford 86 76 4 Kielce 81 81 9 Blue Hills d. Oxford
Iowa City 74 88 16 Trevose 74 88 16 2-0,
Detroit 68 94 22 Findlay 7L 191 19 Minneapolis d. Blue
Hills, 3-1.

Batting Home Runs Erie d. Kielce, 3-1.
Guerrero BH .335 Parker F 36 Minneapolis d. Erie,
K.Hernandez K Guerrero BH 35 4-1,
McGee BH M.Marshall E 35 R: Raines M 113

2B;: Herr BH 49
RBI ERA Wins 3B: McGee BH 12
Guerrero BH 117 Welch M 1,67 Tudor BH 24 SB: Coleman K 138
M.Marshall E 115 Rawley O 1.78 Gooden W 23 K: Gooden W 309
Horner E 110 Tudor BH 2.01 Hershiser M 21 SA: Gossage D 36
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Weiss overcomes five shutouts
He rallies to capture TBA tourney in San Diego

Phil Weiss has to win the TBA’s (Table Baseball Association) DP
award - or dogged perseverance honor. Weiss, competing in the recent
San Diego tournament ran by John Kreuz, the financial advisor from
Glenview, IL, was shutout five times.,.and still managed to leave San
Diego the biggest winner.

Weiss, who resides in Livingston, NJ, but, because he was visiting
a friend in Arizona, made the short trip up to San Diego for the TBA
action, wound up with a 24-12 record and defeated Al Hartley, El
Segundo, CA, in the finals.

Because of his big win at San Diego, where the turnout was 40 and
16 qualified for the playoff rounds, Weiss jumped into third place in
the National Ranking Points list with 107.

A couple of unusual happenings occurred at San Diego, as is usual-
ly the case at all TBA tournaments. The believe-it-or-not happening was
Bob Forsch, a good hitting pitcher playing for Rick Borden, Santa Ana,
CA, belting three — yes, three! - home runs off Jack Morris in one
game,

The park was Seattle, a slugger’s delight (Morris’ card for ball
park home runs is a delight, too), and Forsch cranked ’‘em out on 4-4,
4-5 and 4-6 rolls. Tom Nolan, Escondido, CA, watched in stunned amaze-
ment as his Morris served “em up. Forsch is a "6'" hitting pitcher with
an '""N'' for power.

Nolan, incidentally, did qualify for the playoffs despite the one-
game debacle, ''Nolan became the oldest (he’s 49) manager to make the
playoffs in a TBA tournament,'' notes Kreuz., Nolan is county editor for
the San Diego Union.

Also worth noting about Weiss’ performance is that he barely grab-
bed the fourth and final playoff spot in his division in pool play.
Because of finishing fourth, Weiss had to play a total of five series
in the playoffs to capture the championship.

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE HEATS UP

Also in the San Diego tournament was Dennis Flannery, Pittsburg,
CA, who holds two dubious records: most lopsided loss in a TBA game
(30-1) and most consecutive scoreless innings on offense (41). Oh, and
he also suffered through five losses without a victory with Roger
Clemens,

Another TBA stop was Milwaukee, WI, and Don Clark, Round Lake, IL,
turned back Scott Kuklinski, Palatine, IL, in the championship series.
Clark, using Philadelphia as his home park, compiled a 19-6 record.

As this issue went to press, TBA tournaments were on tap in
Orlando, FL, St. Louis, MO, and Toronto, Ontario, as Kreuz tackles a
busy late-summer schedule.

There’s also a TBA stop in Philadelphia at the end of August. ''We
anticipate a big crowd of competitors at Philadelphia,' enthuses Kreuz,.
Cost at all TBA tournaments is $45 if preregistered and $50 at the
door. ""Because of the money involved,' says Kreuz, 'we try to have as
many qualify for the playoffs and have a chance at the prize money as
possible, At San Diego, close to 50 percent qualified for the play-
offs,

"I am finding the same people are qualifying for the world champ-
ionship (in Chicago, IL, the weekend of Jan. 22-24, 1988) at many of
the tournaments,' adds Kreuz., ''That means that these people are inter-
ested enough in going up against the best competition to travel to tou-
rnaments far away, in some cases, and also that these people are good
Strat-0-Matic players.

(continued on next page)
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""These people are not just lucky, they are skillful. You don’t
continually finish that high if you are not a good player. The TBA
tournaments are building a reputation for bringing together the best
players.

""And,' concludes Kreuz, ''these are the only tournaments using a
board game with regional tournaments that lead to a world championship.
Other games have tournaments, but no other game has the qualifying
(regional tournaments) like the TBA."

TWO CHANGES ON TBA SCHEDULE

Kreuz also notes that two changes have been made on the TBA tour
schedule, One involves a second tournament in San Diego, scheduled for
Jan. 15-17, 1988, Instead, because of the world championship being
switched, the San Diego gathering has been moved to Dec, 4-6, 1987,

The world championship in Chicago, originally scheduled for March,
has been moved up to the week before the Super Bowl, or the weekend of
Jan. 22-24, "It’s also before the new cards arrive,' points out Kreuz,
who says that once the new cards are out he wants to be in a new TBA
tournament season, too. -

Here are the latest (based on tournaments held through Aug. 6)
NRP and also an upcoming TBA tournament schedule:

NATIONAL RANKING POINTS UPCOMING TOURNAMENTS
1, Jeff Schwarze, Palatine, IL 112 * Philadelphia - Aug. 28-30
2. Jay Rader, Yonkers, NY 109 * Los Angeles - Sept. 11-13
3. Phil Weiss, Livingston, NJ 107 * Chicago - Sept. 18-20
4. Keith Desposito, LaHabra, CA 104 * Boston - Oct. 16-18
5. Bill Fenlon, Chicago, IL 94 * Kansas City - Oct. 23-25
6. Don Clark, Round Lake, Il 90
7. Bill Minehardt, Malden, MA 85 For more information or to
8, tie, Al Hartley, El Segundo, CA 77 register for a TBA tournament
Jed Corman, Brookline, MA/ 77 write:
Arnie Pollinger, Boston, MA Table Baseball Association
10. Jim Battista, Yeadon, PA 74 John Kreuz

4732 Laurel
Glenview, IL 60025

(1-312-635-6747)
T

Questions & Answers

EDITOR’S NOTE: Questions pertaining to individual and team ratings will
not be answered in most cases, unless a mistake has been made on the
card. The game company cannot, for reasons of security, divulge its
card-making formula, which would be necessary to answer some of the
questions completely.

QUESTION: What is the best way to control usage of running backs
(i.e., 1985 Tony Galbreath) with great ''wrong columns' in
league play? (Mike Morris, Paonia, CO)

ANSWER: Best way, we’ve found, is to adhere to the number of rushes
on a player’s card, particularly if the runner has limited
attempts. You might also want to put in other factors -
such as not using '"limited' players in the fourth quarter
of close games, or on third or fourth-down situations, etc,
- for the Galbreaths of any card set., Strat-O-Matic usually
urges realistic use, but many times that’s not heeded.
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Jerry Koosman has no * on the 1970 roster sheet allowing him
to pitch every fourth day. He pitched in 30 games; 212 inn-
ings. Dock Ellis of Pittsburgh, for example, had 30 games,
202 innings and was given an *, Shouldn’t Koosman have one
as well? (Rodney Johnson, Tempe, AZ)

Koosman, according to S-0-M, doesn’t quite meet the criteria
for a every-fourth-day starting pitcher. The criteria is to
have started a minimum of 30 games and pitched a minimum of
200 innings. Koosman started 29 games and pitched in 30.
Ellis, on the other hand, started 30 games, or every game
he pitched in.

XERRKKRKKRK KKK KK

On the original 1970 cards, Johnny Bench was given a "4"
rating at second base, but on the re-issued cards he is not
rated for second base. Why? (Rodney Johnson)

A mistake was made on the original 1970 Johnny Bench card.
He shouldn’t have had a rating at second base as he did not
play that position., An infielder must play a position at
least one game to receive a rating. Thus, Bench’s defensive
ratings for that season should be: C-1, 1B-3, 3B-4, LF-4
and CF-4, He played only one game at third base.

ok K ok K Xk K Kk Kk kK kK

How about a note in the Review for how many devoted souls
subscribe? (Paul Grady, Waltham, MA)

Circulation for the Review, which first began publication in
March, 1971, fluctuates between 1,500-1,700. Tops has been
1,900.

EEKEKEKRKK K KKK
How are the "T'" ratings used? (Kevin Rasmussen, Glidden, IL)

The "T' rating comes into play if, on a steal of a base, a
1, 2 or 3 is the split number result. That means a "T" rat-
ing, or catcher’s throwing rating. If the next split drawn
is within that "T'" rating, then the ball is thrown away,
the runner advances an extra base and an error is charged
to the catcher.

% %k %k K X ok K X K kK k X k kK

Do you allow a card whose times at-bat have been used up to
remain in active service for other duties other than hitt-
ing, such as fielding, pinch-running? (Stanley Schick)

The GKSML (Greater Kalamazoo Strat-O-Matic League), which
includes Review co-editors Warren and Del Newell, allows
players who have been ’used up’ to play defense, pinch-run,
etc. The GKSML’s rule is that a pitcher/batter cannot pitch
more innings/or bat more than what is shown on the card. A
pitcher can start a game with only one inning left, how-
ever, and finish the game. If pitched/batted beyond that
number on the card, a forfeit is the result.




Canadian S-O-M League completes another season 13

Bears growl in replay — finally

The 1985 Chicago Bears have been close and disappointing in prev-
ious replays that have appeared in the Review, But the real-life champ-
ions emulated real-life in the Canadian Strat-O-Matic Football League.

The CSFL, for recent subscribers not familiar with the league’s
past history, calls Edmonton, Alberta, Canada home and is a 28-member,
face-to-face operation,

It may be the largest S-0-M Football league and it certainly is
the longest running, dating back to the early 1970s.

Allan Ropchan, who at last report was an entertainer, continues as
commissioner of the CSFL and he points out, that although the league
assimilated seven new members, the recent season ''was one of our most
memorable to date. Each one of the rookie crop grasped the game object-
ively." )

Chicago was guided by co-coaches Owen Jackson and Earl Cameron
(Cameron handled the Bears exclusively in the playoffs) and it finished
with a 14-1-1 record and led in points scored (585) and fewest allowed
(233) . The Bears easily won the Central NFC, but it was the New York
Giants, coached by Lee Carlyle, who had the best record, going a per-
fect 16-0.

The two NFC powerhouses collided, appropriately enough, in the
championship game, with Chicago rushing to a 38-17 lead midway through
the fourth quarter and holding on for a 38-31 triumph and a trip to the
Strat-0-Bowl.

In the Strat-O-Bowl the Bear defense, although missing All-Pros
Mike Singletary and Dan Hampton who were injured, shut down coach Tommy
Newton’s New York Jets and claimed a 20-7 victory.

SCHROEDER THROWS FOR SEVEN TDS

Highlights of the CSFL’s season again were numerous, with Jay
Schroeder of Washington throwing for 459 yards and seven touchdowns
(33-59), Miami’s Dan Marino clicking for six TDs (26-45, 398) and Dan
Fouts of San Diego passing for 500 yards (29-56, 1 TD).

Walter Payton was the rushing show for the Strat-O-Bowl champ
Bears, galloping to 221 yards and five TDs in 38 carries in one game
and rambling to 220 in 21 attempts in another. In his five-TD game,
Payton also caught four passes for 50 yards and a sixth touchdown.

Jim McMahon, not to be outdone, passed for 379 yards and five TDs
(23-33) . Tony Hill of Dallas had the best game by a receiver, turning
16 receptions into 405 yards and four touchdowns.

Biggest upset of the playoffs was Pittsburgh (10-6 and winner of
the AFC Central) stunning Miami (14-2 and winner of the AFC East), 27-
14 after jumping out to a 14-0 lead highlighted by Louis Lipps’ 65-yard
punt return.

As far as the operation of the CSFL, the 1987 schedule calls for
games to be played within seven days (previously it was 10). There is
an annual trades day before the season, but otherwise coaches use act-
ual teams, which they keep from year-to-year.

Standings, playoff results and overall leaders:

AFC East Won-Lost Central Won-Lost West Won-Lost
Miami 14 2 Pittsburgh 10 6 LA Raiders 12 4
NY Jets 11 S Cleveland 6 10 San Diego 11 5
New England 11 S Cincinnati S 21 Kansas City 10 6
Buffalo 6 10 Houston 1 15 Seattle 8 8
Indianapolis 2 14 Denver 8 8

Playoffs: Wild Card - New York Jets 17, New England 16. Semifinals
- Pittsburgh 27, Miami 14; NY Jets 29, LA Raiders 20. Championship -
NY Jets 27, Pittsburgh 14, (continued on next page)
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NFC East Won-Lost Central Won-Lost West Won-Lost
NY Giants 16 0 Chicago * 14 1 LA Rams 12 4
Dallas 12 4 Detroit * | 8 San Francisco 9 7
Washington 9 ¢ 4 Green Bay S,..11 New Orleans ¥ g 9 -
St. Louis S 11 Minnesota DL Atlanta 1 15

Philadelphia 4 12 Tampa Bay 2 14

* Tie game, Playoffs: Wild Card - San Francisco 16, Dallas 7., Semi-
finals - NY Giants 31, San Francisco 7; Chicago 10, LA Rams 3, Champ-
ionship - Chicago 38, NY Giants 31.

Passing Att-Comp, Pct, Yds., TID Receiving No,-Yds,
Fouts SD 648-390 60.2 4768 31 Hill DAL 91 2252
Simms NYG 538-278 S1.7 4512 41 Butler BUF 82 1932
Schroeder WAS 628-299 47.6 4111 36 Moore MIA 99 1765
Marino MIA 466-243 52.2 4077 44 Clark WAS 96 1576
Montana SF 553-317 57.3 3646 20 Carter MIN 79 1572
Kenney KC 559-245 43.8 3636 25 Lofton GB 62 1568
Rushing Att-Yds, Avqg, Team Best/Worst

Mitchell SL 362 1924 S.3 Rushing: Chicago 3114 / Atlanta 1558
Rogers WAS 331 1750 §.2 Passing: San Diego 4837 / Atlanta 2703
Gajan NO 319 1723 S5.4 Offense: NY Giants 7042 / Atlanta 4261
Huckleby HOU 358 1666 4.6 Net Yds: San Diego 6600 / Atlanta 3672
James NE 316 1648 S5.2 Sacks: Washington 70 / Houston 15
Payton CHI 259 1596 6.1 Defense: San Francisco 4166 / Indy 718S

Net Yds: San Francisco 3716 / Indy 6654
Editor’s note: No word from the CSFL on the effects of a tornado that
hit the city of Edmonton on July 31 and caused a number of deaths and
widespread destruction.
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Football playing tips

Personally, I don’t like Strat-O-Matic’s rules on the safety
blitz. Here’s why:

(1) According to S—-0O-M’s rules, one free safety can overcome an
entirely weak pass rush (because a '"D'" roll means automatic sack); (2)
The safety blitz, a surprise move, must be announced in S-0-M so that
no element of surprise remains, as in real-life,

Here’s what I do to overcome these problens:

(1) The defense can throw the safety blitz at any time, without
notice, after the offense has chosen its play.

(2) A roll of "D'" is played normally; check pass rusher’s rating
with offensive lineman’s rating. The FS does not count as a linebacker
blitzing; he is ignored on a '"D'" roll. What this does is prevent the
defense from sending in a skinny FS to be the entire pass rush while
the defensive coach loads up all the pass zones with extra defensive
backs.

(3) The safety gets a sack on a roll of "X'", What this does for
the defense is give it a chance to go for the big sack by ''throwing
everybody at the QB.,'"

All other rules remain the same., Our league has found this quite
playable and realistic.

REVISED SACK CHART
The sack is a big play, often the turning point of a ball game.
(continued on next page)
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What S-0-M lacks is:

(1) No variance in sack yardage,

(2) No fumbles or forced interceptions from crushing pass rush.

(3) No chance for a good running quarterback to escape.

My sack chart remedies these problems, yet remains greatly play-
able, Realism was tested in a 1984 replay of all teams and found quite
accurate, After pass rush chart reads, "sack,'" roll two die for result
from chart.

Roll Result Key:
2... =5 F (sack) Sack - QB is sacked for stated yardage.
3... Scramble F - QB sacked for stated yardage, ball
4... -6 sack fumbled; roll for possession.
§... =7 sack Scramble - QB runs under pressure; use
6... -8 sack must run column. All negative
7.0 =9 mack yardage is counted as a sack,

8. ., =10 mack Possible Int./-13 sack - QB under press-
9... =11 sack ure and can "eat'" ball (sack) or
10, .. =12 ‘zack panic and throw a mistake. To det-

11... Scramble ermine which occurs, take QB’s,
12,.. Possible interception % listed on card
Int./-13 sack (rounded off) and add 3. Roll two

die, A "2-(int. % + 3)" = Int.;
any higher number = -13 sack.

EEKERKEERRRRE R R R R KRR R R KRR R R KRR R KRR R R KRR RN KRR R R KRR R KRR KR KRR R RNk R KRR XX

TBA, Pro Strat rules compared

BY STEPHEN MEYERSON, Brooklyn, NY

If I were on the TV show "To Tell the Truth,'" my statement would
be: "I am a Strat-O-Matic Baseball tournament player. I have played in
all four Pro Strat tournaments and in three Table Baseball Association
#ournaments. I intend to play in more tournaments in the future."

The purpose of this article is to compare the rules of the two
tournament groups:

DIFFERENCES
Pro Strat TBA
Size of draft groups = 16-20 Generally 9-12
Additional players - All are eligible Only 15 are eligible

(Dave Valle was a (Dave Valle is not
1st round choice) eligible)

Roster size - Draft 26, cut 1 Draft 27, cut 2

Ball park effects - No Yes

Supplementary stealing - No Yes

Location of tournaments - Long Island Many cities through-

out U.S, and Canada
SIMILARITIES

. Trail runners advance when throws are not cutoff,

. Four-man starting pitching rotations.

. Both restrict the use of relief pitchers.

Infield can be brought in anytime, even with runner on second base.
. Clutch hitting factor is used,

W=

I have enjoyed playing in both tournaments and under both sets of
rules and urge S-0-M gamers to support Pro Strat and the TBA.
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Payton: Man for many seasons
Mr. Bear has had six super rushing seasons

Walter Payton is truly Mr, Durable, He’s been running the football
for years and years, and never gets hurt., The career stats compiled by
Bryan Wyatt, Thunder Bay, Ontario, reflect the table-top productivity
of Chicago’s Mr. Bear as Payton’s rushed for 8,875 yards and 65 touch-
downs in six years of Strat-O-Matic replays.

Wyatt, 29, married and the father of one, is employed as assistant
news director of a Thunder Bay TV station, a job he’s had for the last
decade. He began his S-0-M dice-rollin’ career in 1971 with the base-
ball game. In 1973, he purchased the football game.

He played the baseball game a number of years, but never completed
a full-season replay. His first attempt at a football replay was the
1979 season. "I was very enthused starting the project, although I was
not a real student of the gridiron game, both in real life and on the
Strat field,'" says Wyatt. .

""This soon changed, as playing the game consistently for six years
and completing six replays provided me with excellent insight into the
game,"

Highlight of his first replay venture was Payton rushing for 2,021
yards and a four-way tie for NFC East honors, with Philadelphia and St.
Louis getting playoff berths through a tie-breaking formula. Tampa Bay,
combining ball control and superb defense, ultimately edged San Diego
in Super Bowl I, 14-13, "This game is still considered one of my most
exciting ever,' enthuses Wyatt.

In Super Bowl II (based on 1980), Dallas, after falling behind by
17 points, rallied to nip Oakland on Rafael Septien’s field goal,
27-24, It was Miami over Philadelphia, 20-16, in Super Bowl III (based
on 1981) . Most memorable performance, however, was Billy Sims of Det-
roit zipping for 262 yards against Chicago - aided by his hitting four
long gains off his own card in the first three quarters!

The next season, the infamous strike of 1982, Wyatt replayed the
whole schedule and Oakland and Washington were pitted against each
other in Super Bowl IV.

""This year was also the first time I was not able to play the
Super Bowl on the actual day the Super Bowl was played,' says Wyatt,
""The real-life game the day before ended in a 38-9 decision for the
Raiders. My game, the next day, and although the cards were one year
behind, the Raiders clubbed Washington, 38-6.

Also in the 1982 season, William Andrews of Atlanta caught 102
passes for over 1,000 yards and also rushed for over 1,000 yards.

In 1983, Washington, after a 14-win season, downed rookie Dan
Marino and Miami in the Super Bowl. That season was also the first for
Eric Dickerson, who rushed for 1,911 yards and scored an amazing 29
touchdowns,

Dickerson was even better in the 1984 season, rambling to over
2,100 yards. But Marino even surpassed that individual performance by
throwing for S0 TDs and passing for over 5,000 yards. Denver knocked
Miami out of the playoffs, however, and Chicago, behind a rugged def-
ense and Payton’s running, won Super Bowl VI, 20-16, over the Broncos.

Six different champs in six replays. That’s parity. Pete Rozelle
would be smiling.

As far as individual accomplishments, Payton is No. 1 in rushing,
with Earl Campbell at 8,119 yards and 78 TDs. John Riggins has 70 TDs.
In passing, Dan Fouts has gained 24,882 yards and thrown for 178 TDs.
Joe Theismann is next (18,932, 133) and Joe Montana third (17,728, 121,
60.5 completion percentage). In two years, Marino’s numbers read: 7,751
and 68,

Dwight Clark of the 49ers has 455 catches, Jim Lofton 454 and Steve
Largent 452, Wes Chandler has 58 TD receptions and Lofton 55.




Numbers are right for math professor
Schwanebeck wins advanced baseball at Bostock Memorial

Mix in dice-rollin’ battles between siblings and a father and son
and add a feminine touch and you have the ingredients of the seventh
Lyman Bostock Memorial Tournament.

Again the LBMT was put on by James Sanders, the effervescent pol-
iceman from Gary, IN, and again a good time was had by all, despite the
fact the attendance was slightly lower than expected because it was
Father’s Day weekend.

"I will take the blame for that,'" says an apologetic Sanders, "I
inadvertently scheduled the tournament for Father’s Day weekend. By the
time I was aware of it, it was too late to change. But the tournament
was still a success and we plan to have another one next year."

John Kreuz, director of the Table Baseball Association tournaments
that are becoming so popular throughout the country, was in attendance.
Kreuz chose the ’56 Milwaukee Braves for the advanced baseball tourney
and wound up qualifying for the playoffs, where he was eliminated in
the second round by the SO Yankees, 3 games to 1.

"My hat goes off to Kreuz for taking the time to attend our tourn-
ament,'" lauds Sanders. "With this being my seventh tournament, I know
the work that I put into giving one tournament a year. How he finds
time to give as many as he does is beyond me.

'"We avid Strato players need these tournaments and I urge my fell-
ow gamers to support them. They can really be fun and something to look
forward to."

ADVANCED BASEBALL

As always, this was the most popular tourney as 46 gamers vied for
honors that again included large trophies, compliments of the Strat-0-
Matic Game Company.

After pool play and the
playoffs were history, it was
James Schwanebeck, 36, a math
professor at Montgomery Coll-
ege in Maryland, who was king
of the advanced baseball field.

Eric Lathrop of Calumet
City, IL, finished second after
his 1961 Yankees were defeated
by Schwanebeck’s 1969 Baltimore
Orioles (scores: 2-1, 12-0, 1-9,
S-1, 6-5),

Dave McNally and Jim Palmer
each won two games in the final
series and Boog Powell went 8-
for-9 in the opening two games, ERIC LATHROP (L), JAMES SCHWANEBECK

For the first time the
advanced tournament had a female participant - Jan Nalborczyk, who
guided the 70 Giants to a 6-6 record after an 0-4 start.

Sixteen teams qualified for the best-of-five playoffs and reaching
the final four were, in addition to ’69 Baltimore and ’61 Yankees, Pat
Clark’s 'S0 Yankees and defending champ Rich Newman’s ’56 Reds. In the
semifinals, the ’61 Yanks defeated the ’50 Bronx Bombers, 3-0, and the
69 Orioles turned back the ’56 Reds, 3-1,

SUPER ADVANCED FOOTBALL

The always competitive super advanced football (the old version of
(continued on next page)
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rnament found the 1972 and 73 Miami Dolphins meet-
The ’72 Dolphins, emulating real-life, came into the
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*70 Detroit Lions and the 67 Los
In the final four

.xr was third with the
1andled by Ron Dickerson, were fourth.
1iami downed Detroit, 25-10, and ’'73 Miami nipped the

SUPER ADVANCED FOCTBALL

rnament, along with elementary baseball, were backup tour-
were played on Sunday only. The modern version of the pro
from New York and coach of the ’8S
81 49ers in the final, 16-7.

and Seth Sherman,
.ed Joe Dechiaro and his
Il version of football is still the most popular football
cournament,' says Sanders, ''mainly due to the fact that we
der teams better than we do the limited amount of modern-
s available."

ELEMENTARY BASEBALL / SUPER ADVANCED HOCKEY

ner act - Kevin and Dan Clark, from Ohio - wound up in the
18, defeated Dan, 13, as the 1936 Yankees
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27 Pirates, 4-0,
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; seventh and final
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Advertisements

Rates per issue are as follows: SO0 words or less - $1.00; 51-100

e

words - $2.,00;

101-150 words - $3.00. Maximum length of an ad will be

150 words. When sending in ads, specify either WANTED, FOR SALE, FOR
TRADE, LEAGUE FORMING, or CONTEST. And name card sets by the year upon
which they were based. Note also that only advertising for Strat-0O-
Matic products or closely related merchandise will be accepted and that
mewrchandise competing with S-0-M products may not be offered for sale.
Ads, to be included in the next issue, must be in to the Review by the
third of the previous month, Late ads will be held over for inclusion

Wanted

the following month.

WANTED: Baseball - 1963, 1964
and 1965 New York Mets., Also
1965, 1966 and 1967 NY Yankees
and other 1963 teams not found

. in S-0-M old-timer/past-season

sets, Contact: Alan Cohen, 5907
North Sth Road, Arlington, VA
22203

WANTED: I need the address of
a person from California who
sent me a check for $13.50 to
buy the 1985 baseball cards.
I cashed the check but lost
the address. Larry Vieira,

14 Herman St., Unit I, West
Haven, CT 06516

WANTED: 1980 baseball season

set complete ($50) and 1982
baseball season set complete
($40) . Dick Allen, Philadelphia,
1966 ($10); Phil Niekro, Atlanta,
1967, (10). Write; Bill Davis,
2590 Sharon Way, Reno, NV 89509

WANTED: Baseball teams and play-
ers — 1963, 1964, 1966 Minnesota;
1966 Detroit; 1973 Oakland; 1976
Cincinnati; 1962 Al Kaline, 1964
Dave Wickersham and Dick McAuliffe,
1967 Dick Tracewski, 1972 Mickey
Lolich and 1973 Jim Nothrup, all
of Detroit; 1973 Pete Rose (Cin-
cinnati); 1981 Sammy Stewart
(Baltimore) , Will buy above or
have 34 teams available for trade.
Rich Cottrell, 6131 N. Dearing
Road, Parma, MI 49269

WANTED: Football cards from 1978,
'79 and *80. Will negotiate price,
Write to: John Mertens, 132 C
Escondido Village, Stanford, CA
94305, or call collect, person to

person, 415-323-5526. Just tell
the operator your name is Fran
Tarkenton.

WANTED: 1982-83 76ers, Celtics,
Bucks, Lakers, in excellent to
mint condition., Call or write:
Matt Mirza, W. Touhy, Lincolnwood
IL 60646 (312-674-4572)

WANTED: 1980, 1981, 1983 complete
baseball sets with extra players,
in excellent-mint condition. 1980
should include both sets of pit-
chers cards. Also want baseball:
1971, 1973, 1974, 1976, 1978,
1979, 1985 extra players only!

C. Cardinale, 7100 San Ramon
Road #174, Dublin, CA 94568

WANTED: Help. Liberate a trans-
planted northeasterner in a
hockey-starved state. I am look-
ing to get in a first-rate PBM
draft hockey league. I am a stud-
ious hockey fan and a very depen-
dable coach, with 10 years PBM
experience, including numerous
experience, although most of it
face-to-face, If you have an
opening for a zealous puckman,
please contact me: Jon Bourdon,
423 E. Main St. Apt. 7, Morehead,
KY 40351 (606-784-3063) or I may
be consumed by all this Kentucky
roundball stuff,

WANTED: Individual baseball
cards: 1971 Mays, Seaver, S.
Kline, W. Williams, B, Miller;
1976 Dale Murray; any/all extra
players from: 1976 Phillies,
Expos; extras for 1980 Phillies,
Pirates, Braves, Reds, Astros,
(continued)



Royals, Yankees, Brewers. Also,
from 1978 Astros: Dixon, Bochy,
Pujols, Howe, Landestoy, Sexton,
Walling. Would be willing to buy
whole teams to get some of these.
Contact: Dave Donat, 921 Harlem
Ave., #6, Glenview, IL 60025
(312-729-4623)

WANTED: To join S-0-M league in
the northeastern Massachusetts
area (Beverly, Haverhill, southern
New Hampshire area, etc.). Would
like to hear from other gamers

in the area., Contact: David

Mann, 14 Central Street, Rowley,
MA 01969 (1-617-948-7318)

WANTED: Baseball - 1980 additional
players for all teams. Any condi-
tion; your price within reason;
must have! Call or write: Eric
Johnson, 453 E, Susquehanna St.,
Allentown, PA 18103 (215-797-
9337)

WANTED: Coaches and backups for
the seventh season in the Gordie
Howe Classic Draft Hockey League,
We feature the use of a double
action deck and the Lopeck
penalty system. Serious gamers,
come join the fun in a league
dedicated to lasting many, many
years into the future, For more
information, write: Mike Swain,
11523 S, Dixie Highway, Holly,
MI 48442

For Sale

FOR SALE: Individual S-0-M
Baseball teams from 1950-1986,
Loose S-0-M Baseball cards from
1930-1986., Send a SASE for

teams list and/or your list

for loose cards to: Chris Rosen,
731 Bergen St., Philadelphia, PA
19111 (215-745-5247).

FOR SALE: Managers Register,
Having trouble finding managers
for your leagues? The Managers
Register will list name, address,
phone number and game interests

of other S-O-M players, Listing
only, no ratings, For information,

send SASE or 25 cents to: Register,

P.O. Box 15439, Philadelphia, PA
19149
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FOR SALE: Baseball schedules,
Great for S-O-M replays. Both
A.L. and N.L. Every season avail-
able. Send $1 per season and a
postage stamp. 20-sided dice.
Durable, easy to read. Send $3
to: Richard Breest, 1332 Greenlea
Dr., Holiday, FL 34691

FOR SALE: Replace that old split
deck with totally random, un-
breakable 20-sided dice. Also 4-,
6-, 8-, 10- and 12-sided dice,
Choose red, white, blue or black
(no black 20s). Send $2 (includes
postage) for each die or $5 for
three to: David dela Fuente, 471
Dansel, Kent, OH 44240

FOR SALE: 1967, 1971, 1972, 1973
seasons including additional
players; 1964 National League;
S-0-M Reviews from March, 1971
through February, 1978, Every-
thing in excellsgnt condition,
Would prefer exchanging above for
1979 Royals, 1978 Brewers, Cubs,
Pirates, Expos, 1977 season, all
including additional players,.
Let’s deal. Steve Constant, 3703
Humble, Midland, TX 79707

FOR SALE: Baseball sets clearance
sale. The following complete sets
are available: 1973, 1974, 1975,
1976, 1977, $25 per set. 1981,
1985, $15 per set, Three diffe-
rent sets of old-timer teams, $10
per set, Original teams, 68 St,.
Louis, Cincinnati, Mets, Cubs,
San Francisco, $2 per team,
Everything in good to excellent
condition, $140 for everything,
Call: Bob Hess, 618-377-3039,
after S p.m., or send SASE to:
1000 Briarwood, Bethalto, IL
62010

FOR SALE: Improve the realism and
detail of S-0-M Baseball with my
super-advanced rules, which pre-
serve the game’s speed of play
and fun. Included are easily
memorized rules for more realist-
ic base advances on hits, outs
and errors; outfield throwing
errors and misplayed hits; trail
runners advancing on throws (or
being thrown out on cutoffs);
(continued)




injury chart with rare plays;
balks, pickoffs, pickoff errors,
rundowns; infielders positioned
in or back individually; out-
field shallow; suicide squeeze,
safety squeeze and sacrifice
charts where fielding ability
and the runner’s speed play a
part; hit-and-run system that
also takes into account the
pitcher’s abilities and charact-
eristics, fielding and the run-
ner’s speed; and much more, all
blended into the game so as not
to disturb statistical accuracy
or ease of play. Fully tested
and refined. Over 200 satisfied
customers. $8, with money-back
guarantee, Richard Robb, #305-
7100 Gilbert Road, Richmond,
B.C., Canada V7C 5C3

FOR SALE: 1980, 1981 complete
baseball sets, Also, assorted
football playoff teams from
mid-1970s (Steelers, Cowboys,
Dolphins, Rams, Raiders, Vikings,
etc.). And first S-0-M Hockey
set (1978-79) . Best offer
accepted. All excellent con-
dition. Write: J. White, 10 W.
66th St., Apt. 8C, New York,
NY 10023

FOR SALE: Complete Strat Baseball
sets with extras for 1976-1986
seasons. Reissued complete sets
for 1930, °50, ’S6, 61, ’6€8,

’69 and 1970 seasons. All sets
are in excellent to mint condi-
tion., For information, contact:
Chris Rosen, 731 Bergen Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19111 (215-745-
5247)

FOR SALE: Baseball, 1962-to-
present; also all old-timers
and Hall of Famers. Football,
1976-t0-1980. All bids consid-
ered, Either call (1-517-524-
6907 after 4 p.m. EDT) or write:
John Shoemaker, 7810 Dew Road,
Horton, MI 49246

FOR SALE: Baseball sets, all in
mint condition with extras: 1978,
1979, *1980, 1981, 1982, 1983,
1984, 1985, 1986 seasons. * Note
1980 season clubs loaded with
extra players. They are yours
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with purchase, Make offers, In-
clude SASE., Postal money order

only. Write: L.D, Melito, Daniel
Rd. RD#2, North Salem, NY 10560

FOR SALE: Baseball teams from
1970-1985. All teams include
extra players for that year. Also
for sale, old-timer teams. For
further information, send a self-
addressed, stamped envelope to:
Bruce Phelps, 11937 Cree St. NW,
Coon Rapids, MN 55433, or call:
612-427-5291., I will send you a
complete price list of all avail-
able cards,

FOR SALE: The remainder of my
collection. Two baseball sets -
1985 (mint) and 1961 (mint) with
game parts/box; 1980-81 basket-
ball with game parts/box; nine
football teams, 1973-74 cards;
and anything else I find., $38,
postpaid. Money orders only. J.P.
Kuchar, 33 Sheridan Avenue,
Metuchen, NJ 08840 (201-549-6468)

FOR SALE: Football teams, 1968-
1979, Fair-to-excellent condition
(most teams). If you meet my
price, I will sell immediately.
Lower bids decided at the end of
the month, Mike Bordelon, 9291
Westwood Village Dr., No.- 36,
Houston, TX 77036 (713-981-1367)

FOR SALE: Tiny dice., Wee 5-milli-
meter (3/16-inch) dice are easy
to store, carry and conceal.
They’re so quiet others won’t
kncw you’re at- the ballpark. One
set of three only $2.65, two sets
$4.50 and three sets $6. Also:
More colors. Unbreakable 20-sided
dice in red, white, blue, black,
yellow, green, orange, purple or
brown, Choose numbering, from
1-20 or 0-9, Also, 6-sided dice
available, Only $2 each, postage
included., Specials: three for $5
or seven for $10, David dela
Fuente, 471 Dansel, Kent, OH
44240

FOR SALE: Baseball - 1982 and ’83

seasons, complete w/extras, in

mint condition. $25 each. Foot-

ball - 1978 season, $25; ’82 and
(continued)




’'83 seasons, $22 each. Write to:
Steve Olson, 2222 Hoyt Street,
Dubuque, IA 52001, Or call: 319-
582-6682

FOR SALE: Complete sets all in
good condition, Bids accepted on
season sets only. Baseball - 1970
(original, one-sided), 1974, 1976,
1980, all with extras. Football

- 1977, 1978, Basketball - 1977-78,

.1978-79. Craig Heiland, 9408 "A"
San Luis Ave,, South Gate, CA
90280

FOR SALE: Football teams - very
good condition: 1971 Cowboys,
$7. 1974 Steelers; 1975 Cowboys;
1976 Patriots, Cardinals, Colts,
Rams; 1977 Colts, Bears; 1978
Steelers, Cowboys; 1979 Rams,
Steelers, Bucs, $5 each. Baseball
teams - very good condition:
1974 Dodgers, Yankees, Orioles,
Reds, Pirates; 1975 Reds, Red
Sox, Orioles; 1977 Yankees; 1978
Yankees, $6 each, 1979 Pirates,
Orioles, Angels, Brewers, Red
Sox; 1980 Phillies, Royals,
Yankees, Orioles, Astros; 1981
Dodgers, Yankees, $5 each. Only
1981 teams with extras, Certi-
fied check or money order only,
please. I pay postage in cont-
inental U.S. Ralph Patrick,
12513 Littleton St., Wheaton,

MD 20906

FOR SALE: Hockey - 1977-78, $20.
Baseball - 1980, $17; 81, $16;
*82, $15; ’83, $l4; ’'84, $13;
’85, $12., All complete sets
w/extras, excellent condition,
Include $1 shipping per order.
Money order or certified check
only, Al Mazeika, 6240 N, Saffron
Road, Tucson, AZ 85741

FOR SALE: Individual S-0O-M Baseball

teams from 1969-1984., Still over
200 teams left. Most teams are in
excellent condition and have
extras. For a complete list, send
a large SASE to: Dave Recchia, 37
Iadarola Ave,, Milford, MA 01757

FOR SALE: Baseball at bargain
prices, Complete 1979 NL and AL
plus extras, $28. Complete 1980
NL and AL, no extras, $22.
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Complete 1981 NL and AL plus
extras, $26, Complete 1982 NL and
AL plus extras, $26. S-0-M Comp-
uter Baseball for Apple IIe plus
complete 1985 NL and AL plus
extras, $45. Set 1 - 240 cards
from 1972, $8.50; Set 2 - 420
cards from 1973, $15; Set 3 - 330
cards from 1974, $11.50; Set 4 -
290 cards from 1975, $10.50; Set
S5 - 250 cards from 1976, $9.
Complete teams: 1975 A’s, Angels,
White Sox; 1976 White Sox, Twins,
Padres, Yanks, Royals, Phillies,
A’s, Cubs, Angels, Braves; 1977
Expos, Royals, Yanks, Orioles,
A’s; 1978 White Sox, Padres.
$1.75 each or three teams for $S.
All cards are in excellent condi-
tion, Please include $2.50 post-
age on all orders over $5. No
personal checks, please. Steve
Flentge, 407 Morning Glory,
Westmont, IL 60559 (312-852-7036)

N

League Forming
LEAGUE FORMING: Experienced,
adult players wanted for face-to-
face, super-advanced draft base-
ball league, in Philadelphia’s
western suburbs. Ground floor
opportunity. Call Lee at 431-0549
before 11 p.m.

LEAGUE FORMING: National Texas
League (unique combination head-
to-head/face-to-face league) cur-
rent managerial lineup has two
divisions of five teams each, One
division - all in Houston; the
other division - St. Louis,
Atlanta, Austin, TX. We are curr-
ently in 12th year of continuous
National League (only) draft. All
games are played head-to-head, as
each city has at least two mana-
gers, Current managers range in
age from 23-38, with five manag-
ers having at least seven years
in league, We’ve been covered
numerous times in the Review, We
are seeking managers within com-
muting distance of Atlanta, St.
Louis, Houston or Austin, TX., If
you are a knowledgeable baseball
fan, who enjoys building a teanm,
following his players, trading,
drafting, playing Strat and
(continued)



talking baseball, this league
is for you. If interested,
please send information as to
why you think you’re our guy.
Contact: John Blomstrom, 4931
Whispering Falls, Houston, TX
77084 (713-855-4735)

LEAGUE FORMING: If we can get
enough people (at least eight),
I would like to start a straight-
team league using 1968 advanced
cards. PBM from anywhere. This
will be a relaxed schedule of
about four games a week. No

set starting time till we get
enough people. Philip A. Lupi,
308 Salem St., Safety Harbor,
FL 33572

LEAGUE FORMING: Looking for
managers and backup managers for
the No-Name League. The league
will be entering its second
year, using 1986 super-advanced
baseball cards. Weekly news-
letter., No league fee., Great
players available. Playoffs,
World Series etc. Please

write or call (the league

will be starting in late
September) : Larry Vieira,

14 Herman St. Unit I, West
Haven, CT 06516 (934-1440)

LEAGUE FORMING: The Table Basket-
ball Association of America
(TBAA) is now forming. Actual
teams will be used. Players

from the extra teams will be
drafted. Draft will be in reverse
order of teams’ real-life record.
Advanced rules will be used.
Other features include monthly
newsletters, player usage limit-—
ations and penalties for late
coaches. Season will last between
40-60 games, Send your list of
teams, along with address and
phone number, to: Phil Meade,
P.O0. Box 315, Kure Beach, NC
28449 (919-458-6704)

LEAGUE FORMING: American Texas
League - Head-to-head Houston
draft baseball league looking
for qualified and interested
managers. We play February to
October, every other Tuesday
night at rotating homes. Age

of current managers, 25-37, We
are currently in seventh season.
Seven of eight teams have made
playoffs in the past. We have
three teams make the playoffs
yearly. If interested and know-
ledgeable about baseball, call
us. If you don’t know baseball
well, you will get beat like a
drum. We have a lot of fun with
regular in-depth computerized
stat reports. If you want the
best and have the time and inte-
rest, call me, today: John
Blomstrom (855-473S)

LEAGUE FORMING: A blast from the
past. Would you like to join a
1984 past season PBM league? If
interested, best managers, top
qualifications, apply now for a
mid-summer and winter league, For
more information, write or call:
Jim Teal Jr., 5446 Glenfield,
Saginaw, MI 48603 (1-517-799-
5185)

EEEXREKKKERKR KKK RKRRKKKKRK KR KKK

Looking for back
issues of Review?

The following back issues of
the Review are available for $1
each by writing: Strat-O-Matic
Review, P,0. Box 27, Otsego, MI
49078,

1987

August, July, June, May,
April, March, February, January.

1986
December, November, October,
September, August, July, June,
May, April, March, Feb., Jan,.

198S
Dec., Nov., Oct., Sept.,
Aug., July, March, Jan.

1984
Aug., May, March, Feb,, Jan.
1983
Dec., Nov,, Oct., July,
March, Feb.
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If the number before your name reads 87/9, this is the last issue
of your current subscription. To renew, check the number of months
below and enclose proper amount (check, money order, U.S. funds, but
please no coins), First-class mailing is available for an additional 22
cents per month. Also, when renewing, please list your subscription
expiration date as it expedites the process,

_____ 3 months, $3.00; 6 months, $4.50; 1 year, $7.25.

Note the cost for Alaska, Hawaii, Canada and Puerto Rico is as follows:
3 months, $3.85; 6 months, $5.90; 1 year, $9.8S5.
The above prices for the two states, Canada and Puerto Rico include
first-class mailing. Also note that the expiration date is listed first
and the month second on the label.
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Readers roll ’em

(continued from page )

never had one, The Commodore and IBM computer versions, however, do
have a cutoff rule and the Apple version will have the same next year.
Basically, if runners are on first and second qr the bases are loaded
and a SINGLE is hit, the defensive manager is given the option of let-—
ting the runner on second score, holding the second runner on second or
making a throw to the plate. If a throw to home, the runner on first
goes to third, but the batter goes no farther than first base. 'The
batter never advances beyond first base, no matter what the situation,
on a cutoff play,'" stresses Barkan.

The computer, in the above situations, asks the offensive manager
if he wants to try for the advance base (which was in the game before)
and then the defensive manager if he wishes to use the cutoff or try to
throw out the lead runner. Also, with the bases loaded and a FLYBALL?,
the defensive manager can elect to let the runner on third score, cut-
off the throw and hold the runner on second at second. If a throw is
made the runner on second goes to third.



